CHARACTER IN CHILDREN REALISM OF JEFF KINNEY'S DIARY OF WIMPY KID: THE UGLY TRUTH by Pamungkas, Catur Sapto







116 
 
 
 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
TITLE………………………………………………………………………………....i 
APPROVAL SHEET………………………………………………………………....ii 
RATIFICATION SHEET…………………………………………………………….iii 
PERNYATAAN………………………………………………………………………..iv 
MOTTOS……………………………………………………………………………...v 
DEDICATIONS……………………………………………………………………....vi 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS…………………………………………………………..vii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS………………………………………………………….….xi 
LIST OF FIGURES………………………………………………………………...…xiii 
LIST OF TABLES………………………………………………………………...…..xiv 
ABSTRACT…………………………………………………………………………...xvi 
 
I. INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 1 
A. Background of the Research .............................................................................. 1 
B. Focus of Research .............................................................................................. 6 
C. Formulation of the Problem ............................................................................... 7 
D. Objectives of the research .................................................................................. 7 
E. Significance the Research .................................................................................. 8 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW ...................................................................................... 9 
A. The Review of Related Theories ....................................................................... 9 
1. Structuralism .................................................................................................. 9 
2. Theory of Genre ........................................................................................... 12 
3. Realism ......................................................................................................... 18 
4. Children’s Literature Theory ........................................................................ 21 
117 
 
 
 
5. Realistic stories in children literature ........................................................... 23 
6. Character of Children’s Literature................................................................ 27 
7. Character on Realistic stories ....................................................................... 30 
B. Previous Studies ............................................................................................... 36 
C. Conceptual Framework .................................................................................... 38 
III. RESEARCH METHOD ................................................................................... 41 
A. Research Design and Instruments .................................................................... 41 
B. The Data Source ............................................................................................... 42 
C. Research Instruments ....................................................................................... 43 
D. Data Collecting Technique ............................................................................... 44 
1. Table 1. The Data Sheet ............................................................................... 45 
E. Data Analysis Technique ................................................................................. 46 
F. Trustworthiness ................................................................................................ 47 
IV. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ..................................................................... 51 
A. Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth as realist text ....................................... 51 
1. Character ...................................................................................................... 52 
2. Plot ................................................................................................................ 58 
3. Setting ........................................................................................................... 65 
4. Theme ........................................................................................................... 68 
B. Realistic Characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad. .................. 73 
1. Credible ........................................................................................................ 74 
2. Authentic ...................................................................................................... 81 
3. Not Stereotype .............................................................................................. 90 
4. Multi-dimensional ........................................................................................ 97 
V. CONCLUSIONS ................................................................................................. 109 
VI. REFERENCES……………………………………………………………...111 
 VII. APPENDIX I…………………………………………………………………...114 
LIST OF FIGURES 
 
 
Figure 1: Tyson pull his pant all the way down on the toilet ............................. 53 
 
Figure 2: Dad ask to take out the recycle bin  ........................................................ 54 
 
Figure 3: A picture that mistook by Mr. Tanner ................................................... 57 
Figure 4: Rowley and Greg walk on different side of street .............................. 66 
 
 
LIST OF TABLES 
 
 
Table 1.  Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth as realist text. ................................. 45 
 
Table 2. Realistic Characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad ......... 45 
 

1 
 
 
 
CHAPTER I 
I. INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Research 
The existence of Children's Literature is often ruled out by society. In fact, 
children's literature can be one of the ways to introduce the literary world and become 
a means for children to be interested in exploring the realm of literature. Based on 
Sarumpaet (2010), the main thing that distinguishes literature of children with adult 
literature is the format of reading. In children's reading books, the format looks as 
attractive as possible base on children's capability. Thus, it does not surprising 
children’s books use variety of colors and pictures.  
 Children's literature according to Davis (cited Sarumpaet, 2010) is a type of 
literature devoted to children with the direction of an adult member of a society. There 
are various characters, themes and formats in children’s literature. Even books such as 
alphabet and numbers can be classified as children's literature. In addition, there are 
also pictures books that contain the story of fantasy, history, biography, and reality. In 
essence, children’s literature is everything that has the theme of children. 
The existence of children’s literature which assume as a simple matter often 
makes children’s literature considered as unimportant and forgotten tendencies. 
Whereas the position of children's literature becomes important for the development of 
children. A work with effective language usage will produce an aesthetic experience 
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for the child. Davis (in Sarumpaet, 2010) states that the experience of literature will be 
obtained by the child from the benefits of a literary work.  
Children's literature also provides extrinsic benefits such as: language 
development, cognitive, personality and social. In elementary school, literary learning 
is intended to improve students' ability to appreciate literary works. Activities to 
appreciate literature relate to exercises to sharpen feelings, reasoning, imagination, and 
sensitivity to society, culture and the environment. The development of literary abilities 
in elementary schools is conducted in various types and forms through listening, 
speaking, reading and writing (Davis in Sarumpaet, 2010).  
There are some ironies in Indonesia about children literature. Indonesia have 
librarian institutes, and departments of library science, but it is almost impossible to 
find librarians for children. Murti states, “We have librarians, a university for librarians 
and a department of library science, but how many librarians are interested in 
specializing as a children’s librarian? None. I haven’t met a children’s librarian here in 
Indonesia,” (2013). The irony continues with people who care about Indonesia’s 
children literature are come from outside of Indonesia. When Indonesian children are 
dying for literature, adult people seem do not care with children. While People who do 
not have any relations and responsibility came into this country help them a without 
reward.  .  
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Based on the issues above, the research should be conducted on children 
literature, especially in Indonesia, should be more active. The goal is to pay more 
attention to children's literature and to give the awareness of the importance of 
children's literature. That's why researcher have an interest in researching children's 
literature. 
In children's literature, it is important to understand that the characteristic of 
characters on children's reading. There is similarity between adult and children’s 
literature. Like adult literature, children’s literature offers variety. It is not uniform, 
created with cookie-cutter sameness. People recognize rhymes and fairy tales, fantasies 
and lyric, and realistic stories about countries. These and other of literature are call 
“genres.” Lukens (1999), distinguished genre of children's literature into six types, 
namely: realism, formula fiction, fantasy, traditional literature, poetry and non-fiction.  
Researcher has a special interest in the literary genre of children's realism. 
Realism in Children’s literature is understood that the stories told may exist and occur, 
but does not have to exist and occur. In this genre, the events told in reasonable and 
logical, with a variety of events, actions and interactions as if it did occur. In addition 
to the content and the way the story plausible, way to resolve it was also reasonable 
and trustworthy (Lukens, 1999).  
The interest of research is based on Lukens' explanation of children's literary 
realism. In the literature of a realist child, the story can be either a real story or based 
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on the author's experience, it can be the writer's imagination based on real life. In 
contrast to other children's literary genres, children's literature realism requires writers 
to describe existing social issues but pack them in a story that children can learn. Hence 
when reading a children realist book, children will get a picture of an event and can 
apply the solution provided through the literary work of the children. From some clues, 
the researcher assumes that Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth belongs to genre of 
children realism. 
By writing Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, Jeff Kinney tries to convey 
children’s real life through his works. Kinney’s novel is a graphic novel which contain 
some pictures to ease the reader in understanding the story. Pictures which provide by 
writer are function as secondary information. Most children text is so easy to predict 
because children texts usually contain people that are too black or too white that are 
not exist in reality (Lukens, 1999). Kinney has brought a new kind of story in children 
literature. Born in modern society Kinney captured the idea of realistic middle school 
life with all the realism which mostly can be experienced to everyone. Kinney offer a 
new kind of children text, a realistic text which contain the truth. Kinney’s novel is 
very different from conventional children texts, his novel contain non perfect character 
with all its flaws. Character on the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth are 
pure reflection of real life people. It is obvious that Jeff Kinney make those characters 
for entertainment which drag the reader to laugh.   
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The condition of the characters in the novel that is not stereotype, makes this 
novel interesting to be appointed into a study. Character, as the term is generally used, 
means the aggregate of mental, emotional, and social qualities that distinguish a person. 
In literature however, the character is used to mean a person, or in the case of children’s 
literature, sometimes a personified animal or object. Each of the living being in a story, 
play, or poem is a character (Lukens, 1999). 
In Kinney’s novel, each characterization of the characters represents a character 
in real life. Therefore, the researcher establish a step to examine more deeply how the 
classification of characters as realistic character in the novel using the theory of 
children literature. The researcher focused on Lukens' theory on the grounds that this 
theory is a very suitable theory to be the basis of research.  
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B. Focus of Research 
Jeff Kinney’s Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth is a graphic novel 
for children written in 2010 which tells about a thirteen years old Greg Heffley, 
the main character, who has to face the ugly truth about growing up. There’s 
much talk of puberty everywhere - in health class, in Greg's mom's column, and 
even with great-grandma, who gives a secret lecture to everyone in the family 
when they reach that special age. Jeff Kinney’s Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth have many interesting topics to analyze. The story contains values such 
as friendship, school life, different characterization and family relation present 
in realistic fiction comedy (Kinney, 2010). 
The characterization is the most interesting topic for the researcher to 
analyze. This is the most interesting element in children literature based on 
Luken’s book A Handbook of Children’s Literature. In order to limit the 
discussion, the researcher will analyze on the intrinsic elements and the 
characters of Greg, Rowley, and dad that existed in Kinney's novel. The 
researcher provides some pictures only to support the data and those picture are 
not analyze as the main data of this research. Through reading the book, the 
researcher will describe realism based on the findings on the novel storyline. 
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C. Formulation of the Problem 
There are two problems formulated in this study. The two problems 
are as follows: 
1. How does Jeff Kinney’s Diary of Wimpy Kid The Ugly Truth goes into the 
categories of children realism? 
2. How do the characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad go into the 
category of realistic characters in the novels Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth by Jeff Kinney? 
 
D. Objectives of the research 
1. To prove that Jeff Kinney’s books Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth 
belongs to the genre of children realism  
2. To prove that Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad are characters who 
suit with the genre of realism in the novels Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth by Jeff Kinney  
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E. Significance the Research 
This research study hopes to make the following contributions to the following: 
1. Academically 
a. This research provides some important points about the children 
literature toward children books and information about characters in 
children literature.  
b. This research will be a steeping point for other researchers to analyze 
about children’s realism. 
2. Practically 
This research is expected to be an inspiration for the community to 
be more concerned with children's literature and can give a positive 
influence to the awareness to instill a preference for literature from an early 
age through child literature. 
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CHAPTER II 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
A. The Review of Related Theories   
This chapter deals with literature review. It aims to tell the reader about 
the definitions related to the problems, the theories which are used, previous 
studies, and the background of the novel which is used in this research. 
1. Structuralism  
 According to Eagleton (1996:96) structuralism is developed in 1960s 
by a Swiss linguist Ferdinand de Saussure as an attempt to apply the method of 
structural linguistic to literature. Influenced by Russian formalism, 
structuralism view a text structurally and suspend attention to the referent to 
examine the sign. Later Saussure concept is used by many scholars on diverse 
range of fields, including anthropology, sociology, psychology, literary, and 
economics. In the literary field, his concept of structuralism is used to examine 
literary texts through its intrinsic element by keeping the objectivity of a literary 
work 
Definitively structuralism means the notion of the elements. This 
concept sees a text as a structure in which all the elements are interrelated and 
interdependent .The element of literature cannot be studied separately, because 
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each element has a function through which it is related to the work as whole. 
The structural definitions that have been used to designate the elements that 
make up wholeness have essentially implicated the system's involvement. The 
system of interrelated element which is believed has played important role on 
literary text. Etymologically structure comes from the word structura (Latin), 
means form, building, while the system comes from the word systema (Latin), 
means way (Bertens, 1995:43-44). 
According Laurenson & Swingewood (1970: 59) structuralism 
approach was considered as non-genetic and tend to be positivism. 
Structuralists see text as whole, not just literary text and it has a function too. It 
is on the basis of the way of a text function as a whole. Structuralism aim to 
keep the objectivity of a literary text, a literary text must be studied based on its 
intrinsic element by eliminating its extrinsic element such as particular 
historical and social condition in a social group and social class that always 
associated with the authors. Structuralism approach tries to describe the 
interrelations and functions of each element of literary work as a structural unity 
which together produces a comprehensive meaning. Structuralism analyzes the 
elements of the structure that builds the work of literature from its inside, and 
seek the relevance or interrelation of these elements in order to achieve the 
wholeness of meaning.  
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Structuralism holds the idea unity of structure and autonomy which 
become equipment attributes in a literary text. Structuralism is considered as 
anti-humanist because it focuses on the importance of the objects, with the 
consequence of refusing even rejecting the existence of the author. This 
approach understands literature in “close reading”, literature reading in private 
regardless of author, reality, and reader. Structuralism explore the structure of 
literary work as deep as it is to its intricate interrelation. Structuralism reject the 
idea of genetic of a literary work, it is unnecessary to view a literary text through 
historical, psychological, sociological, philosophical and other backgrounds 
related with the author .without the interference of the author background, 
structuralists are able to analyze more deeply and study the complicated relation 
of literary structure even on the scale of complexity. Thus, structuralism 
approach is able to review objectively on the autonomy of a literary work 
(Eagleton, 1996:113-116). 
According to Stanton (in Nurgiantoro, 2004: 23), structuralism as an 
approach focused on the elements or structure that build literary works itself. 
The element that builds the literary work is called as the intrinsic element. The 
elements that led to literary works present as a literary work. The intrinsic 
element of a novel is the elements that directly participate in building the story.  
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Intrinsic elements or elements that include in build literary work are themes, 
backgrounds, plots, characters, point of view, style and tone. 
Structuralism is a way of thinking about the world that is mainly related 
to the responses and description of elements in a literary work (short stories, 
novels, romances and so on). In analyzing the structure of a literary work, 
structuralism focuses only on the intrinsic element as the element that build a 
literary work. The intrinsic elements which are analyzed through structuralism 
are themes, backgrounds, plots, characters, point of view, style and tone. The 
study of structuralism only concerns the intrinsic elements, since structuralism 
is an objective approach in the theory of literary criticism. 
2. Theory of Genre 
 Fictional genre studies is a structuralist way to deal with the 
investigation analysis of genre and genre theory in literary theory, film theory, 
and other cultural theories. The analysis of a genre is examines the structural 
elements that join in the recounting a story and discovers patterns in choices 
of stories. Certain kind of literary works employ similar type of character such 
characters, settings, themes, plot, and tone. At the point when these elements 
(or semiotic codes) start to convey inborn data, a genre rises (Chandler, 2014). 
The word genre originates from the French (and originally Latin) 
word for 'kind' or 'class'. The term is generally utilized as a part of talk, abstract 
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hypothesis, media hypothesis, and all the more as of late etymology, to allude 
to a particular type of ‘text’. Robert Allen takes note of that genre study has 
been principally nomi-nological and typological in function. Therefore, they 
have taken as their principal task that separate the world of literary works into 
types and the naming of those types (Chandler, 2014). 
Since traditional circumstances literary works have been delegated 
having a place with general sorts which were differently characterized. 
Conventions are regular pointers, for such as phrases, themes, quotes, or 
explanations that viewers anticipate finding in a certain genre. They could be 
considered as "stereotypes" of these genre. Realism is supposed to contain an 
account about people who could pass as real, troubled through real-life 
situations and real world events In writing the broadest section is between 
poetry, prose and drama, within which there are further categories, such as 
tragedy and comedy within the category of drama. Fowler & Wales (in 
Chandler, 2014). The genre that exist have titles for innumerable genre in 
numerous media, a few scholars have contended that there are additionally 
numerous genres (and sub- genres) {hat is why} its have no names. Carolyn 
Miller proposes that 'the quantity of kinds in any society depends on the 
multifaceted nature and assorted variety of society.  
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Chandler mentions that the classification and progressive scientific 
classification of genres is not a neutral and 'objective' procedure. people will 
discover no proven 'maps' of the layout of gen-res inside any medium 
(however writing may per-haps lay some state to a free accord). Further-more, 
there is frequently significant hypothetical dis-understanding about the 
meaning of particular sorts. Genres is eventually a dynamic origination as 
compared to something that is out there observationally in the world, ' records 
Jane Feuer (1992, 144). One theorist's genres might be another's sub- genre or 
even super- genre (and to make certain what is system, style, method, equation 
or topical acquiring to one might be dealt with as a sort by another) Topics, in 
any event, appear to be deficient as a reason for characterizing gen-res since, 
as David Bordwell takes note of, 'any topic may show up in any classification' 
(Chandler, 2014). 
According to Lukens, he distinguished genre of children's literature into 
six types, namely: realism, formula fiction, fantasy, traditional literature, 
poetry and non-fiction. 
a) Realism 
Realism is famously known as a genre which contains no magic and 
fairytale elements. This kind of story seems to be reasonable and plausible to 
happen. The story are set in some possible place and time. Realism is still 
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considered as fictional narrative with realistic characters that without 
intervention of fairy godmother. According to Lukens, she distinguished sub-
genre of realism in children's literature into four types, namely: realistic story, 
animal realism, historical realism, and sport stories. 
(1) Realistic Story 
Realistic story tells about social issues as a principal 
protagonist of the story. Conflict told a conflict related to 
the problem of people in general, others, or the social 
problems that are realists. For the children's story, stories 
solved by retaining logic. Ending of realist, makes the child 
in order to understand ourselves, others, or social, through 
the characters, story, and conflicts that can be trusted. 
(2) Animal Realism 
Animal realism told reader about the animals in the 
form of nonfiction. In this animal realism led to the physical 
form of animals with habitats, ways, and their life cycle. But 
in child animal stories, called fables, featuring stories of 
animals that character like humans, can speak, think and 
move. Type fable who personified the human character is 
not categorized as a realism animals. As well as realist 
narrative animals on Animal Planet movie, Wild Africa, and 
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others, realist story interesting animal can also be written to 
include humans as intermediaries in explaining about the 
animal life. So, the knowledge of the animals acquired the 
child closer to reality. 
(3) Historical realism  
Historical realism recounts the events that occurred in 
the past, complete with factual-logical. For example 
describe houses, roads, and environmental conditions when 
events take place. Typically, the story refers to events of 
great historic or character name that has historical value. 
(4) Sport Stories 
Sports story is a story related to the sport. Realism 
sport can also be used to instill the values of honesty, 
fairness, discipline, and others in children. 
b) Formula Fiction 
This genre is called Formula Fiction because it has certain 
patterns that distinguish them from other types, such as mystery, 
detective story, which has a certain pattern in the style of its 
telling. 
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c) Fantasy 
Fantasy offers something hard to accept. In fantasy stories 
featuring characters, plot, theme whose truth is questionable, 
though there is still a fantasy tale in realist events. For example; 
human stories that speak to animals. If in the real world, human 
actions are questionable, because it is not normal for a human to 
talk to animals. 
d) Traditional Literature 
The term "traditional" shows that the first story, has 
become a tradition, do not know when to start, and do not know 
who made it up, and told orally. Various traditional stories have 
been much recorded, so that the story will not disappear from the 
society. Types of stories are grouped in this genre is the fable, fairy 
tales, myths, and legends. 
e) Poetry 
Poetry genre of children can be either traditional children’s 
song lyric poetry, narrative or personal poetry. Child song lyrics 
like lullabies. Besides song lyrics, poems also take the form of 
narrative, poetry that contain stories. 
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f) Non-fiction 
Some nonfiction children's books are written with a high 
artistic level, so that children who read were not saturated, even 
will gain an understanding and enjoyment. There are several sub-
genres, the book information and biography. 
3. Realism 
Realism movement arose in the nineteenth century as a reaction against 
romanticism. This movement not only effect on literature but also in other field 
of scientific method such as documentary history and philosophy. Realism 
movement were stimulated by some intellectual people in the first half of the 
nineteenth century. They were Auguste Conte’s positivism philosophy and the 
rise of professional journalism (Merriam Webster, 1995:933). 
Ambrose Bierce point out that realism is an art of depicting nature as it 
seen by toad. In the other word, for the realist, the priority was on physical 
existence. Therefore, their literature was fundamentally democratic, dealing 
with character in ordinary situation, struggling with the social, racial, economic 
and moral issues of earthly life (1991:9). Thus, realism is a theory of writing 
which reflect life as it actually is, its representation of certain subject matter 
trough the description of everyday life. 
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Realism is an aesthetic mode which broke with the classical demands 
of art to show life as it should be in order to show life "as it is." The work of 
realist art tends to eschew the elevated subject matter of tragedy in favor of the 
quotidian; the average, the commonplace, the middle classes and their daily 
struggles with the mean truth of everyday existence--these are the typical 
subject matters of realism. The attempt, however, to render life as it is, to use 
language as a kind of undistorting mirror of, or perfectly transparent window 
to, the "real" is fraught with contradictions. Realism must, in effect, disguise its 
own status as artifice, must try and force language into transparency through an 
appeal to our ideologically constructed sense of the real. The reader must be 
addressed in such a way that he or she is always, in some way, saying, "Yes. 
That's it, that's how it really is” (Christopher Keep, Tim McLaughlin, Robin 
Parmar. 1993-2000). 
Edward stated “that realism is an important concept in literature as it is 
used to identify on actual, concrete, and historical nature of human being in 
everyday life because it is the only life we can actually know” (1972:79). In 
literature realism is to convey the life as it is; it describes characters and 
incidents as in actual life. Realism story describes on the close relation to every 
life, actual, and detail on their objects. The story reveals anything life as it might 
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be, the story mean to give reader the shape of their ideas of real life on fictional 
character and its complex events. 
Realism can never fully offer up the world in all its complexity, it’s 
pretty clear. Its plausible is an effect achieved through the deployment of certain 
literary and ideological conventions which have been invested with a kind of 
truth value. The use of an omniscient narrator who gives us access to a 
character's thoughts, feelings and motivations, for example, is a highly 
formalized convention that produces a sense of psychological depth; the 
characters seem to have "lives" independent of the text itself. They, of course, 
do not; the sense that they do is achieved entirely by the fact that both the author 
and the reader share these codes of the real. The consensual nature of such codes 
is so deep that we forget that we are in the presence of fiction. As Terry Eagleton 
notes, the sign as "reflection," "expression" or "representation" denies the 
productive character of language: it suppresses the fact that what we only have 
a "world" at all because we have language to signify it (Christopher Keep, Tim 
McLaughlin, and Robin Parmar. 1993-2000). 
Abrams stated that realists offer stories in which tend to think and to 
feel the human life background such ambition, problem, dream, failure, hopes, 
and emotions. The background which ordinary people experienced in common 
circumstances with close intention to the detailed of physical setting and to the 
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complexities of social life. The readers are provided with subject that delivered 
the illustration of actual experience (1981:161). 
4. Children’s Literature Theory 
The history of the emergence of children’s literature is still debatable. 
No one knows when and where the first children’s book was created and 
printed. Children literature emerged from generation to generation orally. In the 
line with “A Brief History of Children Literature” children literature began to 
appear in 1400 in Europe. There was an invention of hornbook (a small wooden 
paddle on which a lesson sheet of paper was pasted and then covered by a thin, 
clear covering made from boiled animal horn) which contained text for children 
such alphabet, numeral, and lord prayer (Angraini, 2000:93). 
Hunt stated that children literature is a term used to describe both a set 
of text and an academic discipline and it is often regarded as an oxymoron 
(figure of speech). There are two terms seeming to be incompatible because 
‘children’ commonly connotes ‘immaturity’, and ‘literature’ is a term used to 
describe sophistication in text and reading. Describing children’s literature 
cannot be separated from the concepts of children that change with time place, 
gender, and perceiver. Thus, it makes the text of children children’s literatures 
unstable, it also emerges distinction between historical children’s literature and 
contemporary children’s literature. The first is addressed to “books that were 
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for children” and the last refers to “books that address or relate to recognizable 
current childhoods” (2011:42-43).   
The essence of children literature supposed to advocate children by 
offering moral messages in the story. The first appearance of children’s 
literature was intended to instruct or to teach children and entertain them by 
providing such delight fro story. For example, puritan children’s literature was 
written to give religious education to children. Later the constant of children 
book have been developed, children are no longer seen as adult miniature. 
Children were seen as separate entities with their own need and limitations. 
Recently many writers started to think about the child’s imagination and 
amusement or delight.  
Children's literature according to Davis (cited Sarumpaet, 2010) is a 
literature written by adults which is read by children with the direction of an 
adult member of a society. In child literature, there are various characters, 
themes and formats. Even alphabet books, books of numbers can be classified 
as children's literature. In addition, there are also picture books that tell the story 
of fantasy, history, biography, realistic stories, even information. In essence, 
child literature is everything that has the theme of the story of the child. 
According to Luken stated “words are merely words, but literature for 
any ages is words chosen with skill and artistry to give reader pleasure and to 
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help them understand themselves and others’’. It can be understood that the 
writers who produce children literature are not really important but the literature 
that offer pleasure and understanding can be defined as children’s literature. 
The writers of children’s literature use literary element to deliver their ideas, 
beliefs or principles to the readers (1999:9-10).  
5. Realistic stories in children literature 
  Realism in literature is understood that the stories may exist and occur, 
but does not have to exist and occur. In this genre, the events told in reasonable 
and logical, with a variety of events, actions and interactions as if it did occur. 
In addition to the content and the way the story plausible, way to resolve it was 
also reasonable and trustworthy (Lukens, 1999:15). 
Realism as its name present the truth about life, mean that every element 
of the story are believable. Realistic story tells about social issues as a principal 
protagonist of the story. Conflict told in the story is related to the problem a 
person, others, or the social problems that are realistic. For the children's story, 
conflict is solved by retaining the logic with realistic ending. Happy or sad 
ending is not a matter as long as its natural, honest, and simple. The faithful 
ending will makes the child in order to understand ourselves, others, or social. 
Realism must related with the truth of reality even though all the element of 
story are imaginary (Abrams, 1981:160-161). 
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Lukens described that realism genre has specify characteristic on its 
elements. Element in children realism are all important. Particularly the element 
which consider important in children realism are theme, character, setting, and 
conflict (1999:31).  
a) Character 
 Character is considered to be the most important element on 
children’s literature. In realism character become the object of the 
story. When children read children’s book, character become the first 
thing that they catch on their mind. Luken (1999:79) states that 
“children can catch many of human nature subtleties” thus, children 
are believed to understand the various personality of human in the 
story that they read. Characters on realism express their view about 
something and how they response by considering thing in the lives of 
their own lives Children are able to see various personality just like 
adult. Luken (1999:80-82) implied that the reader can figure out the 
character through actions, speech, appearance, other’s comment, and 
author’s comment. 
According to Lukens (1999:31). Characters in realism seem real 
with mixture of feeling, though, emotion, and intellect. Character in 
realism present the reality of life, it means to give the shape of author’s 
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idea in order to make their fiction as real as picture of human being 
with its complexity. The characters in realism are normal human, 
supernatural beings are unacceptable such monster, vampire, witch etc. 
character in realism just ordinary people with ordinary power and 
flaws. The characters also have earthly occupation or ordinary 
profession such teacher, student, doctor, etc.  
b) Plot 
  According to Luken (1999:99) ’’plot is the sequence of events 
showing character in action’’ this sequence is intentionally created by 
author as the best way of telling the story. The plot will eventually 
build the conflict, tension and action that will make the reader 
interested in reading the whole story. According to Kennedy (1986: 9) 
the structure of a plot consist of exposition, rising action, falling action 
and denouement. 
The plot in realism is filled with any kind of conflict with 
difficult problem which cannot be solved quickly or easily. The 
problem dealing with everyday problem as self, family, society, or 
nature. In good realism, it provides believable problem that could 
happen in real life to real people.  
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c) Setting 
  Setting in the fundamental element of a story because a story 
can be only happened in certain time and place. Luken divides setting 
into two types. The first is integral setting, as time and place setting 
that influence the story, character, action and theme. Second, the 
backdrop setting, when setting of time and place do not influence much 
on the story, character, conflict or theme. 
The setting in realism could be any, any place and time which is 
plausible. The background place are possible in real life as the real 
world such as home, school, parks, etc. the setting of place could exist 
or vivid with accurate description. The background of time could be in 
present or past time.   
d) Theme 
 Luken (1999:135) describe theme as ‘’the idea that holds the 
together, such as comment about society, the human nature, or human 
condition’’ understanding theme means understanding the purpose of 
writing. Based on Luken (1999:136) theme is the memorable parts of 
the story as it offered the significant truth about the story. Significant 
truth is an essential element to turn a simple narrative into literature. 
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Luken (1999:136) also adds that theme are divides into three types; 
explicit implicit and multiple secondary theme. 
Theme is the memorable parts of the story as it offered the 
significant truth about the story. In realism, the theme could be 
anything about people, life, nature and the real world that need to be 
understood by readers.  
6.   Character of Children’s Literature 
a) Theory of Character 
 Character is considered to be the most important element on 
children literature because it supports the development of a story from the 
beginning until the end. When children read children’s book, character 
become the first thing that they catch on their mind. Luken (1999:79) states 
that “children can catch many of human nature subtleties” thus, children are 
believed to understand the various personality of human in the story that 
they read. Children are able to see various personality just like adult.  
Analyzing a story implies that one tries to know the personality of 
the characters. The author conveys his/her story by utilizing the inclusion 
of the characters. It can be seen through their actions and dialogue in a story. 
Each character has her own particular personality. They are diverse to each 
other. Abram also point out that  the character is  a literary genre, a short 
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and normally clever, portray in exposition of distinctive sort of individual 
and the people presented in narrative or dramatic work by the author as 
being enriched with moral and disposition qualities that can be assessed 
from the dialogue and action (1981:20-21). The author may present his/her 
character either directly or indirectly. The author presents the character 
directly by exposition or analysis describing what a character is like. The 
author also presents the character indirectly by other character in the story 
or through his/her action. Then reader will infer what the character is like 
from what he/she thinks or says or does (Laurence Perrine 1974:68).  
Based on Abrams (1981:20) he divided character into two categories 
on the role of importance, Major character and Minor characters. Major 
character is the center of a story. He or she is the most important character 
in the story. The character hold important roles in the story. Minor 
characters have less roles than major character because they are not fully 
developed characters and their roles in the story are just to support the 
development of the major characters.  
b) Revelation of Character 
Characters experience varying amounts of change over the course 
of a story. The development of character probably changes the personality, 
behavior or mind of character. This development of character could be 
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irreversible, reversible or there are even no changes at all from the 
beginning until the end of story. To get a better understanding about the 
characters in this novel, it is important for the writer to pay attention to some 
theories about the character. 
According to Luken (1999:81-82) there are some ways in which the 
characters can be revealed in order to be understood by reader. First is by 
action; here the author directly shows the reader what is in the character’s 
mind. The author also shows the characteristics of the character by looking 
at his or her behaviors, habits, or idiosyncrasies. Second is by speech; 
appearance readers can understand the characters through how they are 
described in their appearance in details such as clothes, color of skin or their 
hair, etc. The third is by others comment; the author describes the character 
by the opinion of other characters around. Reactions of the character 
towards various situations in the stories also can be a method in analyzing 
the characteristics of the characters. The last one is by author comments; 
what the character says can tell the readers about the character. By knowing 
the character’s past life, the reader also can examine the characteristics of 
the character. The author also gives direct comment to the character; this 
can be used to examine the characteristics of the character (1999:81-82) 
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7. Character on Realistic stories  
Realism is a genre which challenge the reader to understand the 
complexity of human interaction. In realism one of the most important element 
is character just like other genre in children’s literature. The author of realism 
commonly uses the element of character to provide a framework of realities in 
order to get deeper understanding of human problems and relationship. There 
are some criteria of character which present in realism. The character in realism 
act like real people’ it has power and flaws like normal human. The character 
in realism must meet with the characteristic of actual person such; credible, 
authentic, not stereotypic, and multi-dimensional (Johnson: 174-175). 
The character in realism is presented with their complexity of emotion 
and motive. The characters are in explainable situations with the setting and the 
relation to other characters. Realist tend to exploit the reader emotionally with 
the character’s emotion and situation. The character in realism are affected with 
the environment and background of their life.  
a) Credible  
Based on the oxford dictionary the word “credible” means 
believable, it comes from Latin credibilis which mean “worthy to believe”. 
Character in realism must possess the idea of “credible”. In other word, 
character in realism must be believable as normal human being. The 
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character have no super power and its possessed the quality of human being 
which is behave, thinks, act, and talk like regular people. The credible 
character not only has the emotion and motive as normal people but also 
consistency within their age group and cultural background. The character 
must be accepted by common people’s logic. 
Abrams stated that the character in realism must be like ordinary 
people who live through ordinary life and experienced ordinary events such 
as childhood, adolescence, love, marriage, parenthood, infidelity, and death 
(1981:153).  Perrine also added that believable character must be consistent 
with their behavior traits, they must not change their outlook and disposition 
unless there is a strong and an appropriate reason. He also adds that 
believable character must be lifelike, they have motive in what they’re 
doing which is understandable by reader (Kenney, 1966:24). 
The characters in realism must be credible or believable. It must 
reflect real human both in mind and appearance. The quality of real human 
on realism character must be understandable in the eyes of the reader 
through character’s dialogue and action.     
b) Authentic 
Based on the oxford dictionary the word “authentic” means original, 
it comes from Latin authenticus which mean “coming from the author 
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or genuine”. Realism character must be original or genuine; they do not hide 
anything. In the story of realism the character must reflect genuine 
characteristics of real person. It is just what actual character with no 
sensational or hyperbole traits. Authentic character in realism only exist as 
an attempt to represent life.  
In realism, the character should reflect the honest response upon 
some events. The responses given by the character in the story are similar 
with the responses given by real person in real life which it does not 
exaggerate or diminish. The illustration of the character reaction toward 
problem must show genuine reaction similar to reaction of real person with 
the same problem. In real life, when someone knows his/her house being 
robbed, he/she will respond in panic for few minute rather than call the 
police, this reaction is normal and authentic. When a fictional character in 
realism has similar stories, the reaction he/she present are more likely the 
same. If the character presents sensational response such running the 
neighborhood with gun on his/her hand, the character fails to meet the term 
authentic on realism story. 
The authenticity of character in realism face the common problem 
with common solution, they do not react sensationally with the problem 
they face. The problem they face are ordinary problem such self, family, 
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society or nature as a result of their action which is believable. They also 
present pleasure, pains, joy or regret normally just like real people reaction 
with problem. Realism characters present parallel and similarity in action 
and thought. The authenticity of the character in realism means to makes 
the reader recognize that characters are realistic. The reader will understand 
that the character will react base on his or her personality toward the 
problems.    
c) Not stereotypic 
In good realism, stereotyping of character must be avoided in order 
to achieve exciting storylines. Stereotyping means having the qualities that 
people expect a particular type of person or have a set idea about what a 
particular type of person is like. The stereotype character is commonly used 
on other genre of literary work. Most author makes stereotype character 
because it will easily describe the character’s qualities. In many stories, the 
author makes the stereotype character to make story more understandable. 
Somehow, stereotype character will make the story less exciting and duller. 
According to Laurrene and Perrine (1987), flat or Stereotype 
characters are characterized by one or two traits; they can be summed up in 
a sentence. Though they touch life at only one or two points, it may be 
memorable in the hands of an expert author through some individualizing 
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detail of appearance, gesture, or speech. They do not experience basic 
character changes during the course of the story. The character personality, 
behavior, or motivation has been clearly defined in the beginning of the 
story telling. Lukens also points out that stereotype characters have some 
traits that represent of some class or group of people. The stereotype 
character who appears on the story settles into the background position and 
perform in an easy understood role (1999:86-88). 
In realism stereotype characters are tend to be minimized to make a 
good realism story. Non stereotype character in realism will deliver more 
exciting story. Stereotyping could happen on the type of character such as 
major character, additional character, protagonist and antagonist. Major 
character are mostly stereotyped with good features such as strong, 
independent, smart, happy, etc. in realism, main character could be the other 
way around or having some flaw features. The main character could be 
stupid but have good heart or he/she could be smart and big but coward.  
This kind of non-stereotypical character will attract different reaction based 
on the quality of the readers. Non- stereotypical makes the storyline 
unpredictable and more exciting  
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d) Multi-dimensional  
Multi-dimensional character is a character who possesses the 
complexity on its personality, mind and behavior. According to Laurrene, 
Perrine (1987),  
 In other genre of fiction, the characters are usually presented in one 
dimension of black or white. They are solid character with their specify 
traits which either too good or too evil. The characters are too white or too 
good, the character does not have bad side or flaws, usually this 
characteristic are presented in protagonist character or main character. A 
figure admired by readers, one of a kind called hero. It is the embodiment 
of norms and ideal values in society. The antagonist characters oppose the 
quality of the protagonist; these characters are too black or too evil. 
Antagonist is a character that causes conflict or is often referred to as the 
evil character, have plenty of opportunities to convey his/her vision. The 
characters only exist to make the protagonist character suffer throughout 
the story, and they do not have any good side at all, seem like naturally born 
to be evil being. One-dimensional character exists in many stories except 
realism where in general the story contains the element of teaching and 
preaching. 
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  In realism, most of the characters are multi-dimensional characters, 
as it represents people in real life that is not perfect. The character in realism 
conveys the idea of grey characteristics which it’s not too black or too white. 
It is similar with characteristics of people in real life which is complex. The 
characters in realism are neither too white nor too black, and sometimes 
possess both features of goodness and badness just like real people in real 
life. The portion of goodness and badness depends on the events of the 
story. The character does much goodness with a few badness, do too much 
badness with very small goodness, or do goodness and badness in the same 
portion. In some story, the characters may start with good behavior than 
throughout the events their behavior change into bad character because the 
setting of the story against him/her. Multi-dimensional characters with their 
complexity making story of realism unpredictable and more exiting. 
B. Previous Studies 
 Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth by Jeff Kinney was first published 
in 2010. Since this children realism is relatively new, the research on this novel 
is not found. The researcher was unable to find a research which use the same 
book. Although the research on Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth is not 
found, the research on children’s book has been done by many people. One of 
them had been conducted 2015 by Andria Yusuf Arifanto, student of 
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Yogyakarta State University the title of the research is “The Depictions of 
Environmental Issues in Macdonald’s Finitude (An Ecocritical Study)”. In his 
research, Andria investigates of the environmental issues and literary elements 
depicted in the children novel using the theory of children literature and 
Ecocriticism. 
Although the research is in the same filed of children literature, the 
study is not focus on realism. The researcher find a research which close with 
his research about realism. The research has been conducted by Tyas Purbasari 
(2007) with the tittle “Edward Albee's The Sandbox: A Reflection of Realism 
and Surrealism”. The research is an investigation about characteristics of the 
realism and surrealism reflected in the intrinsic elements of the play. The 
writer focuses on characteristics of the intrinsic elements of the play which 
reflected realism and surrealism.  
Another research about realism has been conducted by the research 
Lucy Mayasari in 2004, she was a student of student of Sanata Dharma 
University. Her research is entitled “Realism as Reflected through the Major 
Characters in Henry James' Daisy Miller”. Lucy investigates the descriptions 
of the major characters and realism that reflected through the major characters.  
Those three studies are different from this research since all those 
research uses different books. Andria’s study uses the same topic of children’s 
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novel, but the main problems which are analyzed in both researches are 
different. Andria focuses on the environmental issues in the novel and in 
literary elements, while the focus on this research is the characteristic of 
realism through literary element and the characteristic of the realism’s 
characters. The second research is also different from this one because even 
though both study realism, but the research analyses focus more on intrinsic of 
a play. Meanwhile this research is analyzing children novel which are different 
one another. The third research analyzes the same problem of character on 
realism, but it is different from this research since both studies use different 
novels. The third research uses Henry James’s novel Daisy Miller, while this 
research uses Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth by Jeff Kinney. Since there 
are many differences between this research and those three previous studies, 
this study is not a follow up of those previous studies. This research is the first 
to investigate the characteristic of children realism and the characteristic of the 
character of children realism in Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth using 
structuralism and children literary criticism 
C. Conceptual Framework 
 Character are the most important element in literature. The importance 
of the character in children’s literature is similar compare to the importance of 
character in others literary field.  Character is the first thing that children catch 
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when they read a story.  Through the characters, children are able to catch the 
quality of human. Realism in children literature is a kind of genre that reflect 
the complexity of earthly life. In children realism, character also become the 
first thing that children understand. Character In children realism has strong 
influence toward the elements of the story. The literary elements on children 
realism can be understands by children by analyzing the character. Character 
in children realism also work as the depiction for children about the 
characteristic of human in real life. 
In this research, character becomes the main focus which analyze by the 
researcher. The importance of the character in children story makes the 
researcher choose character as his main focus of the study. The book that being 
study is entitled Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth by Jeff Kinney. This 
book is the most perfect book that represent reality of life. In this research, the 
researcher use the theory of structuralism and children literary theory to help 
answer the research questions, i.e.   1) How does Jeff Kinney’s Diary of Wimpy 
Kid The Ugly Truth goes into the categories of children realism and 2) How 
do the characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad go into the 
category of realistic characters in in the novels Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth by Jeff Kinney. The conceptual framework below will helps reader to 
understand this study. 
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CHARACTER IN CHILDREN REALISM OF JEFF KINNEY’S 
DIARY OF WIMPY KID: THE UGLY TRUTH 
         Structuralism Children literature 
Diary of Wimpy Kid The ugly truth 
 
Character on realism 
 Credible 
 Authentic 
 Not stereotype 
 Multi-dimensional 
 
 
 
Realism in children literature  
 Character 
 Plot 
 Setting 
 theme 
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CHAPTER III 
III. RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Research Design and Instruments 
Research methodology is commonly defined as the way of thinking and 
doing which are prepared to complete and get the purpose of the research. 
There were three kinds of research, which were quantitative, qualitative, and 
mixed research which use both quantitative and qualitative instruments. 
According to Cresswell (2009:4) a quantitative research uses variables and 
measurements to process the data. The result of this research is presented in 
numerical forms. Since the data is not numeric, the analysis will be explained 
in the form of words and sentences; this study uses a descriptive qualitative 
research. Creswell (2007:37) states that qualitative research is a research 
which is begun with assumptions, a worldview, the possible use of theoretical 
lens, and the study of research problems inquiring into the meaning individuals 
or groups ascribe to a social or human problem. The multiple data sources of 
this research are words or images (Creswell, 2007:38).The result of the 
analyzing process was also presented in the form of words, clauses and 
sentences instead of numerical data.  
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This research was considered as a descriptive qualitative research. To 
understand the social phenomenon, the researcher used words, phrase, and 
sentences as the main data on this study. The researcher provides some pictures 
to support the main data and making this research more understandable. The 
researcher focused on children realism genres and characters on children 
realism and interpreted the finding.  
B. The Data Source 
The researcher divided the data into two kind of sources, which are the 
primary source and secondary source. The main source of this research was a 
novel written by American author Jeff Kinney written in 2010 which entitled 
Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth. The novel consists of 217 pages. The 
researcher used the 029 edition which published by Puffin Books on 2012. 
This novel provides main data used by researcher. The main data will be in the 
form of action and expression shown by the character being studied. The data 
shows evidences that support the objective of the research. 
The main theory used in the research were taken from A Critical 
Handbook of Children’s Literature as secondary source written by Rebecca J. 
Lukens published by Addison-Wesley Educational Publisher Inc. university 
press in United States. The researcher also used structuralism to analyze the 
data. The researcher considered structuralism as the most qualified theory to 
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analyze the structure of the novel, the theory was taken from several books. 
The additional sources was taken from several books, journal, essay, and 
articles in a form of printed and electrical one. Those resources were taken to 
enrich the researcher’s knowledge and comprehension in conducting this 
study. 
C. Research Instruments 
Since the research was a qualitative research, the researcher became 
the main instrument to this study. The researcher involved entirely in this study.  
According to Moleong (2001: 201) the researcher was the instrument in a 
qualitative research. Thus, in this study, the researcher himself used his capacity 
to design the research topic, to collect the data research, to analyze the collected 
data, to interpret the data, and to report the result of this study. In order to 
produce a better result of the study, the researcher used his interpretation to 
create understanding on the object of the study. 
In addition, the secondary instrument of this researcher is a set of data 
collected from the novel entitled Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth by Jeff 
Kinney (2010). This instrument functions as a guide for the researcher in the 
process of identification and analysis.    
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D. Data Collecting Technique 
In this study, the researcher used the technique of analysis of documents 
and material culture since the source of the data was a written text (Vanderstoep 
and Jhonston, 2008:189). There are four steps in order to collect the data which 
are needed by researcher for this study. First, a close reading activity was 
conducted from the novel used in this study. The researcher observed the novels 
by rereading the entire novel carefully and comprehensively in order to 
understand the content and to get detail information of the novel in accordance 
to the research focus. Second, the researcher identified and made record of any 
words related with the topic. Notes were taken on detail issues related on the 
research questions. Third, the researcher identified the data from the novel 
about the structural novel and the character of children realism constructed by 
Jeff Kinney based on the novel Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth. Finally, 
after the data were collected, the researcher drew a conclusion based on the 
interpretation of the data. 
The data of the research were then categorized into two thematic 
discussions in accordance to realism texts and realistic characters on children 
realism. The data were collected from Jeff Kinney’s Diary of Wimpy Kid: The 
Ugly Truth. The researcher wrote the categorized data in a table of data 
collection and classification. The researcher marked some bold sentences which 
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support and emphasize the categories she made to ease the analyzing process. 
Later the data were presented in the data sheet. This particular data sheet was 
used to see the progress of the research. The data sheet provides some features, 
such as number, page, data, explanation, category, and code. The form of the 
data sheets are shown below. 
1. Table 1.  Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth as realist 
text. 
No 
Diary of Wimpy 
Kid The Ugly 
Truth goes into 
the categories of 
children realism 
Description Categories explanation Page 
1 Characters        
2 plot        
3 setting         
4 theme        
 
2. Table 2.  Realistic Characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley 
Jefferson, and Dad. 
no  category character 
 
Quotation description page 
1 credible a. Greg Hefley       
    b. Rowley Jefferson       
    c. Dad       
2 authentic d. Greg Hefley    
  a. Rowley    
  b. Dad    
3 not stereotype c. Greg Hefley       
    d. Rowley Jefferson       
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    a. Dad       
4 
multi-
dimensional b. Greg Hefley       
    c. Rowley Jefferson       
    d. Dad       
 
After the data were arranged based on their categories, the data were then 
being crosschecked and re-crosschecked in order to achieve the validity of 
the research.  
E. Data Analysis Technique 
Hoonard and Hoonard (2008:186) mention that data analysis is an 
integral part of qualitative research and constitutes an essential stepping-stone 
towards both gathering data and linking one’s findings with higher order 
concepts. According to Creswell (2009: 185), the data analysis in qualitative 
research involves six steps namely organizing and preparing the data, reading 
the whole data, coding the data, sorting the data, interrelating description, and 
interpreting the meaning of description.  
To organize the data in order to produce the findings, the researcher 
used a content analysis. The researcher used some steps to analysis the data as 
follows: 
1. The researcher observed the novels by rereading the entire novel 
carefully and comprehensively. 
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2. The researcher identified and made a record of any words related 
with the topic. 
3. The researcher identified the data from the novel about the genre of 
the novel and the characters constructed by Jeff Kinney based on the 
novel Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth 
4. The researcher drew a conclusion based on the interpretation of the 
data. 
F. Trustworthiness 
According to Given and Saumure (2008:895) in qualitative research 
trustworthiness has become an important concept because it allows the 
researcher to describe the virtues of qualitative terms outside of the 
parameters that are typically applied in quantitative research. In essence, 
trustworthiness can be thought of as the ways in which qualitative 
researcher ensure that transferability, dependability, confirmability and 
credibility are evident in their research.  
Transferability refers to the applicability of the research to the 
different contexts (broad or narrow). In this way, a study is not deemed 
unworthy if it cannot be applied to broader contexts; instead, a study’s 
worthiness is determined by how well others can determine to which 
alternative contexts the findings might be applied. To prove the 
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transferability, the researcher provided the rich, thick description to enable 
the readers to transfer information to other settings and to determine 
whether the findings can be transferred because of shared characteristics. 
Confirmability deals with the accuracy of the researcher in 
conceptualizing the study. The interpretations and findings of a study 
should match the data. Meanwhile, dependability refers to the idea that if 
the other researchers collect data in similar conditions, a similar explanation 
for the phenomenon should be found. Both conformability and 
dependability in this study was achieved by reading the data 
comprehensively and rechecking it carefully.  
Credibility is a concept of internal validity of the findings. A 
credible study is one where the researcher have accurately and richly 
described the phenomenon in question. To provide strong evidence and 
prove the credibility of the study, the researcher employed triangulation 
method. According to Vanderstoep and Jhonston (2008:189), triangulation 
is the way to establish the trustworthiness of the data using more than 
methodology to address the same question. There are four types of 
triangulation namely multiple and different sources or data, methods, 
investigators, and theories triangulation (Creswell, 2007:208).  
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In this research, the researcher engaged multiple and different 
theories and methods. To collect the data, the researcher conducted multiple 
techniques which were reading and note taking. The theory applied in this 
study was not only children literature, but also some other supporting 
theories related to realism and characters. 
 Investigator triangulation was employed to prove the 
trustworthiness of this study. The research consultation was conducted with 
his two advisors who are competent in the study of literature. In completing 
triangulation techniques, the researcher also made a discussion with two 
peer-reviewers who conducted the studies using the same theory.  
To increase the credibility of the research findings, the researcher 
also conducted multiple and data sources triangulation by gathering 
evidence taken from a variety of data sources such as books, theses, journals 
and websites which were related to the research matter. Each type of source 
of data strengthened the evidence and gave different insights regarding the 
phenomena under study. 
In essence, trustworthiness can be thought of as the ways in which 
qualitative research ensure that transferability, dependability, 
confirmability and credibility are evident in their research. 
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CHAPTER IV 
IV. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
This chapter elaborates the findings and discussions of the research 
on the novel Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth by Jeff Kinney 
Furthermore, the findings and discussions are divided into two parts, which 
are based on the objectives of the research in chapter 1. The first part 
focuses on the literary element which indicates this novel into the category 
of realism. The second part focuses on identifying characteristics of realism 
characters reflected on Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad. 
A. Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth as realist text 
In this part, the discussion will be focused on the characteristic of the 
realism text based on the structural element. As mentioned before, realistic 
fiction reflect life as it actually is, it is the representation of certain subject 
matters trough description of everyday life. Children’s book commonly 
fantasy stories, while Jeff Kinney create something different for children, a 
children realistic novel entitled Diary of Wimpy Kid. Jeff Kinney as the 
creator of novel Diary of Wimpy Kid The Ugly Truth manage to present 
reality of ordinary life of a student name Greg Hefley with his ordinary 
problem  along with his ordinary family’s and school’s life. The 
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presentation of reality in Kinney’s novel of the intrinsic elements so that the 
reader can see realistic depiction of life presented on novel. 
1. Character  
Character in realistic fiction has specific characteristics 
which represent real life people. As the most important element of 
story, character in realism become the object of the story because 
character become the first thing that children catch on their mind 
(Lukens: 1999:31). The format of book Diary of Wimpy Kid: The 
Ugly Truth is a diary form, thus this book uses first person point 
of view in which the main character is telling the story. Any 
revelation about the people or events are described by the main 
character, any experience of all characters personally. The 
characters in the story are all described by the main character of 
Greg Hefley, not only described in written text, but he also gives 
some illustrations. 
Characters in realism present as real as picture of human 
being with its complexity. In the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid, all 
character are human being, there is no supernatural being. Similar 
to the characteristic of human being, the characters in Diary of 
Wimpy Kid have earthly flaws. 
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Tyson is nice enough, and we like the same video games. 
But he pulls his pants all the way down when he uses 
the urinal, and I don’t know if I…(Kinney, 2010: 3) 
 
                                                                                                                                    Figure. 1 
 
Greg describes his friend Tyson has a strange habit every 
time he went to toilet, Tyson always unnecessarily pull his pants 
all down. On Greg’s view, Tyson’s strange habit is also considered 
disgusting, as every time he sees Tyson’s butt while he is taking a 
pee on the urinal (picture .4). Tyson’s strange habit is what make 
Greg ruled him out as a best-friend material. Tyson’s habit 
possibly happens to any children in real life.  
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Figure. 2  
Greg as the main character is also inseparable from 
imperfection. Mostly, the main character in children’s stories are 
perfect figures but somehow in Kinney’s children book that thing 
does not exist. 
 
If I DID forget, it wasn’t my fault. I actually have a really 
GREAT system for remembering things…(Kinney, 2010: 
69)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
As the main character, Greg has ordinary flaws which is 
forgetful. Forgetfulness is a bad habit which happen to most 
person in real life. Forgetfulness is a very common thing in 
people, it becomes very common, thus is considered as a normal 
thing. Mostly, forgetfulness happens because the person is less 
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focused or their attention is distracted by other things. In Greg’s 
case above, the cause of his forgetfulness is that Greg was 
distracted by something else- his activity of playing games. Greg 
forget that his father told him to take out the recycling bin in the 
morning. The reason why Greg forget to take out the recycle bin 
was because he was playing his video games while his father told 
to take out the recycling bin (picture .103) 
The characters in realism not only have the flaws in 
behavioral but also physically. In children story mostly the 
characters have no ordinary physical weakness. Their weakness 
commonly because something strong and magical, in fantasy 
stories the hero can be weaken by some sort of magical amulet. 
In reality that kind of thing is impossible, similar to realism, the 
characters have earthy weakness such sickness, fatigue, and 
death.    
 
I spent the weekend trying to recover from the Lock-In, 
since I got zero sleep on Friday night. But I think the 
whole experience was just too much for my body, 
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because this morning when I woke up, I was sick… 
(Kinney, 2010: 166)  
 
It is stated clearly that Greg is sick, the kind of ordinary 
disease which happen to almost every person on this earth. The 
reason why Greg is sick also similar with the cause of real 
person sickness, fatigue and exhausting for not having enough 
sleep. In real life, when children experience the same thing, they 
mostly will end up sick. 
In addition of showing the realistic character on 
imperfections of physical and habits, the characters in Kinney’s 
book also show other realistic features such as the attitude of 
adult; they are always right reflecting the authenticity of an old 
person. 
 
After Mr. Tanner looked at the picture and Tyson’s arm 
a few more times, he said he had made an “innocent 
mistake” and that any “reasonable person” would 
have done the same thing. It seemed like a pretty lame 
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Figure. 3 
apology to me, but I was just glad he wasn’t still talking 
about calling our parents. … (Kinney, 2010: 154)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The quotation above describes that Mr. Tanner mistook 
guessing the picture of Greg’s group. He thinks that the picture 
was a picture of someone’s butt, while actually it was the picture 
of Tyson’s bent arm. Mr. Tanner says to the children that it was 
inappropriate action and warns them that they will have a big 
trouble. After Tyson manage to proof that the picture was his 
elbow, Mr. Tanner makes silly excuse that what he did is 
innocent and reasonable even though he have made the whole 
children panic and accidently reveals the word “posterior” and 
other juvenile words for butt.   
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2. Plot 
In realism, plot plays importance role in establishing the 
story of a novel. Plot in realism must be faithful with all the 
elements of plot that lead the story to be believable. In Kinney’s 
book, the plot present by the description from the main 
character. The conflict present in the books of Diary of Wimpy 
Kid The Ugly Truth is ordinary conflict which is very similar to 
the reality.  
In the beginning of the story, Greg describes that he is 
having a fight with his best friend, Rowley for two and a half 
weeks. 
 
It’s been almost two and a half weeks since me and 
my ex-best friend, Rowley Jefferson, had our big 
fight. To be honest with you, I thought he would’ve 
come crawling back to me by now, but for some reason, 
that hasn’t happened…(Kinney, 2010: 1) 
 
From the quotation above, Kinney opens the story with a clear 
background of problem of the main character. The problem that 
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the main character faced is a common problem faced by children 
in real life, having conflict with his best-friend with no reason. 
The exposition of the problem is described in the beginning of 
the story to make stories more understandable by the children as 
readers.  As the climax of the problem, Kinney presents an 
ordinary problem which makes the story more realistic. 
 
Still, it kind of irks me that Rowley is having more 
fun than I am. In fact, it seems like EVERYONE is 
having more fun than me these days…(Kinney, 2010: 
13) 
 
From the quotation above, reader will easily understand Greg’s 
feeling. It is implicitly written about Greg’s feeling toward 
everyone especially Rowley.  Greg’s feeling of jealousy is easily 
understandable by reader when they face the same situation in 
the real world. The feeling of unfairness; when others have 
something that you do not have.  
Before coming down to solution of the problem, in 
realism there must be an event to start the resolution. In the 
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story of Diary of Wimpy Kid The Ugly Truth, Kinney presents 
a simple and realistic event that can be understood by children 
as reader. 
 
Dad dropped me off at school at 8:00 last night for the 
Lock-In, and the second I walked through the door, I 
knew I made a huge mistake. It was, like, 90% boys and 
10% girls. And even worse, ROWLEY was 
there…(Kinney, 2010: 133) 
 
An accidental meeting with Rowley in the Lock-in Event is a 
starter of the resolution between Greg and Rowley.  Based on 
that quotation, reader can infer that Greg is not happy when he 
found the slumber party went in the way he have not expected. 
It is getting worse when he finds out that the one who he has 
conflict is also there, Rowley. Mostly children’s unintentional 
meeting is a starting moment to solve conflict between friends, 
this kind of thing commonly happens in the reality. After the 
meeting, most children will get along without strong solution 
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toward the problem they have before. Kinney also present this 
in his books. 
 
Speaking of things getting back to normal, I decided it 
was time for me and Rowley to put the past couple 
of months behind us and get our friendship back on 
track…(Kinney, 2010: 215) 
 
Without any strong action or strong argument, Greg and 
Rowley end their fighting. Greg did nothing to solve the fight 
same as Rowley. There only needs one meeting to make 
everything back on track. In reality, children also experience the 
same thing in how they are getting back together with his/her 
friend after a fight. Children with their innocence never take a 
hurt feeling when having a fight. When they meet each other, 
they do not talk about the fight before, then they just get along 
instantly after the meeting likes nothing ever happens.   
In addition of realistic plot in Diary of Wimpy Kid: The 
Ugly Truth, Kinney also presents other realistic moments that 
will lead into problem. The trigger of the problem is very 
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realistic and plausible that probably happen to everyone in the 
real world. 
 
But I must’ve fallen asleep for half a second, because 
my hand slipped and I accidentally set off the fire 
alarm. ……(Kinney, 2010: 79) 
 
The problem on the story is a trigger by a simple event. Greg’s 
setting off the fire alarm is all accidental. That kind of moment 
can happen to people in real life, when a person feels dizzy, 
he/she will more likely lose control of the body and tend to lean 
on the closest object. The moment Greg accidently setting off 
the fire alarm has lead the whole school into panic and makes 
the teacher closing the school for a day. This simple moment 
leads the story to find out who set off the fire alarm, it somehow 
becomes important moment of the story in Diary of Wimpy Kid 
The Ugly Truth. The school’s officials cannot find the culprit, 
then they do not stop at the first attempt. They continue to 
pursuit by holding a slumber party program just to find out the 
suspect who set down the fire alarm. 
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After that, we played a game called “I Never Told 
Anyone This Before,” where we had to tell 
everyone a secret. Mrs. Carr said the game would 
help us “bond” with one another, but I think the 
REAL purpose was to let the chaperones know 
who the troublemakers were…(Kinney, 2010: 
140) 
 
The chaperons who are teachers and parents throw a 
fake games to gain information from students, the purpose is 
to find out the suspect by making students confess their secrets 
and hopefully someone confess that he/she was the one who 
set off the fire alarm. Somehow the one they seek knows the 
real purpose of those game.   
 
My theory was proven right later on when Teddy 
Caldwell went down the hall to the bathroom and 
a chaperone trailed him. …(Kinney, 2010: 141) 
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The resolution of the problem in realism is resolve 
through ordinary solution. Almost all problems are solved 
without taking significant actions. The problem of making the 
whole school panic caused by false fire alarm is resolved only 
by being quite. Greg has done it in the first place and he 
succeeds to get away from this problem and the school never 
find out the suspect until the end of the story.  
 
I don’t know much, but what I DO know is that you 
shouldn’t announce what the punishment is gonna be 
BEFORE you ask people to turn themselves in. So I 
decided it would be smart to keep quiet and let 
this all blow over…(Kinney, 2010: 81) 
 
The resolution of the problem is just by not telling anyone 
about the accident. Without anyone knowing his mistake, 
Greg manages to avoid the consequence of his accidental 
mistakes although the school have tries to catch him such 
spreading issues and holding a slumber party. The solution of 
the problem given by Kinney in his book is very realistic as in 
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reality sometime problem just solved by itself. Times makes 
people forget the problem or they just giving up to find the 
solution. 
3. Setting 
 The setting in Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth is presented 
in detail both on setting of place and setting of time. The 
background; place and time are the same as in real life as the world 
we know it. Jeff Kinney manages to describe the detail of setting on 
his novel. These are the examples: 
The first example taken from the first paragraph as the opening 
of the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth. 
 
 Thursday 
It’s been almost two and a half weeks since me and my 
ex-best friend, Rowley Jefferson, had our big fight. To 
be honest with you, I thought he would’ve come 
crawling back to me by now, but for some reason, that 
hasn’t happened… (Kinney, 2010: 1) 
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Figure. 4 
From the quotation above, it states clearly the time setting. Kinney 
mentions directly the time setting using the name of the day that 
apply by world. Kinney also mentions time detail to help the reader 
connect one event to others. 
In the Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, the setting of place 
is also written and pictured in detail. The detail of setting of place 
will help the reader to portray the reality in the story.  
 
Well, after Rowley heard THAT, he wouldn’t even walk 
on the same side of the street as me for a solid 
MONTH… (Kinney, 2010: 20) 
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From those words above, reader can infer that the background 
of situation is on the street. Not only written, Kinney also provides 
a picture to give more detail of place setting. Kinney provides an 
illustration of Greg and Rowley walking in different side of the 
street (figure). the illustration is made intentionally to make children 
as the main readers easily catch the situation. 
Kinney also provides detail of setting in form of words. He 
writes the detail both on the setting of time and setting of place. 
 
NOVEMBER Saturday. Dad dropped me off at school 
at 8:00 last night for the Lock-In, and the second I 
walked through the door, I knew I made a huge mistake. 
It was, like, 90% boys and 10% girls. And even worse, 
ROWLEY was there…(Kinney, 2010: 133) 
 
The setting of time is written clearly by Kinney,  he writes the 
name of the month, the day, part of the day, and the actual clock’s 
time of the moment which Greg experiences the Lock-In party. He 
also do the same way in the setting of place.  
68 
 
 
 
When George started chasing people around, I excused 
myself to go to the bathroom so I could brush my teeth. 
The bathroom is in the back of the auditorium, and 
the lights were off, so it was really dark back 
there…(Kinney, 2010: 156) 
 
The setting of place is presented in details and contains realistic 
features, thus the readers are able to imagine the situation and 
becomes comparison with reality. 
4. Theme 
 As mentioned before by Luken, theme is the idea that holds 
the together, the way of author gives purposes of writing the story. 
Theme contains significant truth about the story, feature that is 
essential in a story (1999:135-136).  In realism, the theme is realistic 
and plausible, it can be anything dealing with people, life, nature 
and the world we live that need to be understood by readers. In the 
Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth there are many themes which 
can be captured by readers. The researcher discover that the major 
themes in Kinney’s book are the coming of age and friendship. 
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Those kind of theme are suitable with characteristics of realism, as 
it reflects the people’s experiences in general. 
 The coming of age stories tells about the development of a 
child or adolescent into adulthood. In the book of Diary of Wimpy 
Kid: The Ugly Truth, the theme of coming of age is about Greg as 
the main character who is processing into adolescent. As a child, 
Greg is presented as a character who is innocence and full with 
desires. 
Kinney presents the common problems experienced by 
children in real life about the proses of growing up. When children 
deal with the coming of age, they eventually have crisis in entering 
adolescence.  
 
And they wouldn’t have to worry about me getting too 
old for the part, because I’d take whatever I needed to 
take to stop growing…(Kinney, 2010: 24) 
 
Greg’s statement above explains that he is having no idea over 
himself. Greg does not know yet that eventually everybody will 
grow up. Children in reality mostly face the same thing because they 
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are innocence, they are low on age-development’s knowledge. Most 
children do not know that aging are unavoidable. 
In proses of growing up, children will face some events when 
people around them starts to treat them differently, they not treat 
them the ways before. In Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, 
Kinney presents the reality of children’s feeling when they face 
those kind of moments through his character, Greg.  
 
Up until I was eight or nine, I was the star of every 
family gathering. It seemed like nobody could get 
enough of me…(Kinney, 2010: 32) 
 
From those quotation, Greg’s feeling reflects children’s feeling in 
general when people treat them not the same they used to. 
Eventually, children will understand why people around them treat 
them not the way they used to be.  
 
See, when you’re a little kid, nobody ever warns you 
that you’ve got an expiration date. One day you’re hot 
stuff and the next day you’re a dirt sandwich. I guess I 
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can understand why Rodrick’s always so grumpy. It’s 
been a long time since he was the center of attention, and 
believe me, he’s not getting any cuter…(Kinney, 2010: 
33-34) 
 
Greg’s experiences are accumulated, the accumulation of his 
experience and development of his logic lead him into 
understanding that childhood has expiration date. His understanding 
also widen toward the change of his brother’s attitude.  
In the process of coming of age, children will face the ugly 
truths of growing up. After they realize that their childhood were 
expired, their knowledge do not much help them in facing the truth 
of growing up. People around them sometime force them to learn 
responsibility and the facts of life. In children’s view, responsibility 
and the fact of life are considered unsatisfying things. Kinney also 
convey those ideas in his books.  
 
Well, Dad is really serious about me taking on more 
responsibility. And the first thing he wants me to do is 
start waking myself up in the morning. That’s actually a 
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real problem, because I depend on HIM to wake me 
up…(Kinney, 2010: 33-34) 
 
From the quotation above, Greg thinks that responsibility is 
somehow something unsatisfying because he must change his habit 
on waking up in the morning. Usually his Dad is the one who always 
wakes him up, but then his Dad tells him to wake up in the morning 
by himself. In the real life, it is common thing that children struggle 
on waking up in the morning by their own. Another thing that also 
comes up with his coming of age is that he must giving up his 
favorite dentist because his Dad think he was too old for children 
dentist. 
 
But Dad said I’m “too old” to keep going to a kids’ 
dentist, so starting today he was switching me over to 
his dentist, Dr. Kagan…(Kinney, 2010: 92) 
 
Greg is forced by his Dad to switch his dental care. His father 
switches him over without the any discussion with Greg. It is hard 
73 
 
 
 
for Greg to let go his old dentist, especially when he is in loved with 
his hygienist Rachel.  
From the explanation above, the main theme in the story of 
Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly truth reflects the realism of 
children’s problem in facing the coming of age.  Greg as the main 
character faces the same problems that children in his age 
experience. Kinney as the author of the book has delivered the idea 
of realism in his books through the theme in the book of Diary of 
Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth 
B. Realistic Characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad. 
As it is mentioned before, the characters in realism are like ordinary 
people. Presenting the quality of human being of bad and good, evil and 
kindness, love and hate, etc. the complete characteristic of human are 
presented through the character’s complexity of emotion and motive. As a 
realist text Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth presents the characteristic 
of real life people. Based on Johnson’s book The Joy of Children’s 
Literature, criteria for characters in children realism are credible, authentic, 
not stereotypic, and multi-dimensional  (2008: 174-175). In this research, 
the researcher find three characters that suit the most with the characteristic 
of realism’s characters, they are Greg Hefley, Rowley and Dad.  
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1. Credible 
Character in realism must be credible it means that the characters 
have no super power and possess the quality of human being which is 
behave, thinks, act, and talk like regular people. The credibility of the 
characters in realism must be understandable so it can be accepted by 
common people’s logic.  In Kinney’s books Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth, the characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad are all 
credible characters which consistently represent within their age group and 
cultural background.  
a) Greg Hefley 
Greg Hefley is the main character in the story of Diary of Wimpy 
Kid: The Ugly Truth. As the main character of realism text, he shows 
many aspects representing the aspect of realism’s credible character. Greg 
presents the credibility of the character through his feeling in the time of 
crisis with his best friend.  
 
Now that our friendship is history, I’m in the market for a new 
best friend. The problem is, I invested all my time in Rowley, 
and I don’t have anyone lined up to take his place…(Kinney, 
2010: 2) 
75 
 
 
 
 
From the quotation above, Greg experiences confusion over his crisis. His 
feeling is understandable, it is the reflection of children is feeling when they 
have a fight with his best friend. In one side, Greg wants to forget the past, 
in the other side he realizes that the fact all time he was only been with one 
person, Rowley.  
Greg also faces the fact that he is just ordinary kid who is not 
popular. Almost all children wants to be popular in their school, that kind 
of desire is understandable because all people mostly have experienced the 
same thing. 
 
Speaking of popular kids, I sat near Bryce Anderson and his 
group of friends at lunch today. Bryce is basically the Jordan 
Jury of my grade, and he’s got a bunch of cronies who are 
always going along with everything he says…(Kinney, 2010: 
11) 
 
Every children in real life have their own version of being popular. In 
Greg’s version, a popular student means someone who has group of friends. 
He is inspired by the popular kid of his grade, Brice Anderson. Greg wants 
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to be popular likes Brice Anderson, somehow his actual condition makes 
his desire impossible to achieve. 
In addition, to strengthen the idea of credible characters in realism, 
Kinney presents the most credible human’s feeling, love. Love is the 
essential of human being as Dalai Lama states that love and compassion are 
the ultimate source of human happiness, and the need for them lies at the 
very core of our being (2014). Kinney conveys the kind of love that 
experience by children through the character ofGreg.  
 
But the main reason I like going to the dentist is because I am 
TOTALLY in love with the hygienist who works there, 
Rachel. Rachel always lectures me about brushing and flossing 
and all that, but she’s so cute that it’s hard to take her 
seriously…(Kinney, 2010: 88-89) 
 
Every children in reality have their own childhood crush. Based on 
the quotation above, Greg is having crush with his dental hygienist, Rachel. 
The only reason Greg is willing to go to a dental care is because it’s the only 
time he is able to meet his crush. Children’s love are different from adult, 
their love is admiration on adult person such their teacher, doctor, sitter etc.  
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b) Rowley Jefferson 
In the Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, Rowley Jefferson is 
described as the main character’s best friends. In the beginning of the story, 
Rowley is no longer friends with the main character, Greg. Rowley was 
Greg’s ex best friends, while Greg is having struggle to find new friends, 
Rowley has managed to find someone to hang out with. He is known by 
Greg that he was having fun with a new person named Cool Brian for the 
past few weeks.  
 
Today I saw Rowley hanging out with a different Cool Brian, so 
Rowley’s regular guy must’ve had the day off. But I could tell 
Rowley didn’t even notice …(Kinney, 2010: 8) 
 
Unlike his ex-best friend Greg who having struggle to find someone to 
hangout, Rowley is just having good time with cool Brian even though its 
different person every time. Normally when children are having a fight with 
his friend, he/she will most likely find others person to hang out with. What 
Rowley did is reasonable, as it is natural for human because human are 
social being. 
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In Kinney’s book, Rowley is described as childlike character. There 
are so many descriptions about Rowley being childlike. In real life childlike 
people are exist. Children who is not fully grow u commonly feel gross over 
secretions, even though it is natural system of human body. As a childlike 
character, Rowley also has the same feeling.  
 
Rowley didn’t even make it through the whole video. He passed out 
at the two-minute mark when they said the word 
“perspiration.”…(Kinney, 2010: 18) 
 
Based on the quotation above, Rowley cannot stand the gross things. The 
reaction he gave is understandable, as children more likely react the same 
things when they learn about the gross things. As it mentioned before that 
the reaction given is different for each individual, Rowley’s reaction over 
the gross things is by passing out himself. Children who’s not ready for that 
kind of stuff will eventually give such reactions. 
Rowley who is a childlike character, somehow develop from a child 
who is afraid of adolescent to a child who is happy over his adolescent. 
Rowley is so happy when he got his first pimple on his face, as his mom 
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told him that his pimple is the sign of manhood. His feeling is 
understandable because there is someone who supports him, his mom. 
 
When I got to school today, Rowley was waiting by my locker, and 
he had a huge smile on his face. Then I noticed he had a big 
pimple right in the middle of his forehead. Rowley said "my mom 
says I'M becoming MAN…(Kinney, 2010: 170) 
 
It is normal for children to feel happy when they find out that they are 
turning into adult. Rowley’s feeling are reasonable because every children 
in real life feel the same thing over their change. Almost every children’s 
dream are to grow up. Children always dream to grow up because in the 
eyes of children becoming adult meaning that they can do everything that 
adult do, believing that the limitation of having the adult’s fun is finally 
gone. 
c) Dad 
The character of Dad in the book of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth is described as a character who possessed the characteristics of real 
life father. Dad is a character that present in credible way- a father figure 
who is having some issues. The first issue that Kinney shows in his book 
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about Dad is that he is easily bothered by small matters. In the beginning of 
his appearance, Greg tells that his father hates the TV commercial of Peachy 
Breeze Ice Cream.  
 
There’s just something about that kid that gets on Dad’s nerves. In 
fact, I think he hates the Peachy Breeze Kid even more than he 
hates Li' l Cutie, which is saying something…(Kinney, 2010: 26) 
 
From the quotation above, Dad is easily bothered just by a TV commercial. 
It is understandable for a father to hate a small matter, old person mostly 
have their own reason on hating small matter. The reason Greg’s father 
hates that TV commercial is because he thinks the spokesperson is 
annoying. 
Another father’s characteristic that Dad possesses is anger issue. 
Old people are usually angry over the young people because in the different 
generation means different views. Dad’s credibility of anger issues was 
showed in Kinney’s book. For example,     
 
Tonight Dad walked up to me while I was sitting on the couch, and 
he seemed bent out of shape about something. He wanted to know 
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why I didn’t bring out the recycling bin this morning like he asked 
me to…(Kinney, 2010: 65) 
 
From the quotation above, Greg describes that his father is angry that he is 
not taking out the recycle bin as Dad told him last night. Dad’s anger is 
understandable, as it normally happens in the real life. A father will get 
angry to his children if his children do not obey the order he has given to 
his children.  
 
 
 
2.  Authentic 
The second characteristic of realism’s character is authentic. The 
characters in realism have to makes the reader recognize that all the traits 
they possess are realistic. The responses given by the character in realism 
must be the same with real people’s responses in real life. Character must 
reflect honesty of real people that do not exaggerate or diminish. The 
character’s reaction toward problem must show genuineness. The 
authenticity of character mostly represented by their background of ages, 
knowledge, and occupation.  
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a) Greg Hefley 
Greg was describe as a middle school’s student in the story of Diary 
of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth. As a student, his knowledge and 
understanding was still limited. The limitation of his knowledge and 
understanding, make him a perfect figure which represent a real ordinary 
middle school student. The first thing that show the authenticity of middle 
school students is that he has hard time in waking up in the morning. 
  
And today didn’t go any better. I set my alarm to “radio” and 
tuned it to a classical music station because I didn’t want to hear 
that annoying beep first thing in the morning. But the music 
didn’t wake me up, either…(Kinney, 2010: 77) 
 
Greg’s struggle on waking up in the morning shows the authenticity 
of children in general. Almost no children can directly and successfully 
change his old habit, they will experience several failure on starting a new 
habit.  All children in real life also having hard time in waking up in the 
morning. The parent starts to teach them waking up in the morning by 
themselves when children start entering teenage phase. 
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Children also like blaming other upon their mistakes. The result his 
struggle on waking up in the morning sometime lead to a new problem. On 
Greg’s cased, he blames his Dad for the problem he made. 
 
Mom was off at the library studying, so I had to call Dad at work 
and ask him to come pick me up from school early. And he didn’t 
seem too happy about it. But if he didn’t make me wake myself 
up, none of this would’ve even happened…(Kinney, 2010: 83) 
 
Previously, when Greg fails to wake in morning. Thus, he makes himself 
awake the whole night. Subsequently, Greg blames his father. Greg 
responds by blaming his father also shows the authenticity of a children. 
Children normally blame others for what they has made, as in general their 
knowledge has not achieve self-awareness. 
Another characteristic of children is that they are forgetfulness. 
Forgetfulness is one thing that cannot be separated from children, most 
children are embed with this trait. In fact, forgetfulness is a human’s nature. 
Children tend to focus on things that they desire, their mind are full with 
desires. As desires become their main focus, they also tend to others 
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matters. As a children, Greg also shows the same characteristic of children 
in general.  
 
When I woke up this morning, I couldn’t find my headgear 
where I left it, so I had to go to school without it. Not that I’m 
complaining or anything…(Kinney, 2010: 98) 
 
From the quotation above, Greg forget where he left his headgear. Even 
though His dentist has told him that he needs to wear it all the time. His 
forgetfulness shows the authenticity of a children in general.   
Children are innocence, they often follow the things done by other 
children without knowing what they actually did. It is very natural for 
children to follow the crowds without thinking, they do it because they like 
to mimic others. A group of children will do the same thing without 
considering a reason, all they need is one person to trigger the action. Their 
limitation of knowledge make them do a thing without thinking. In a group 
of children, when one child do one thing, others children eventually follow 
what he/she does. In a strong situation, they will follow someone without 
hesitation. 
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Albert Sandy said he’d seen a movie where some guy busted 
out of prison with a spoon, and a lot of people got pretty 
excited about that idea. But it turns out that was just a bunch 
of Hollywood baloney, because we got some spoons from the 
kitchen and we couldn’t even make a DENT in the linoleum 
floor. …(Kinney, 2010: 151) 
 
Albert Sandy as an action’s trigger, lead Greg and the rest of the children 
do what he does. Their limitation of knowledge cannot have defied their 
logic. From the quotation above, even though Greg eventually realize that 
what he was doing is useless.  
b)  Rowley Jefferson 
Rowley Jefferson is described is in the same grade with Greg in the 
Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth. Even though Rowley is in the same 
school, the same grade, and the same age, Rowley’s characteristic is a bit 
different from Greg. Rowley is described as childlike character and a bit 
over reactive. 
 
To be honest with you, I don’t know if Rowley’s ready for this 
stuff. He’s basically like a little kid. He told me once that he 
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avoids the older kids at school because he’s afraid he’s gonna 
“catch puberty.” …(Kinney, 2010: 19) 
 
Greg describes Rowley as a child who was like a little kid. Rowley had 
over reactive upon adult stuff. His fear of being adult might be the reason 
why he is childlike. Later Greg adds that Rowley is someone who is far 
from maturity wise. 
 
Anyway, I think Rowley’s just one of those kids who are 
always gonna be a few years behind everyone else maturity-
wise. Rowley doesn’t even know how to tie his shoes yet, 
because he’s the kind of person who has Velcro everything. 
…(Kinney, 2010: 21) 
 
Although Rowley is described as a childlike character, he still 
possesses the authenticity of children. In the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: 
The Ugly Truth, Rowley is still a child who likes to show off. It is nature 
for children to be someone better than others. In Rowley’s case, he wants 
people to know that he is having more fun and attending a rock concert. 
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At school today I heard Rowley tell some kid he was going to 
a rock concert tonight. I admit I was a little jealous, since I’ve 
never been to a real concert myself. But when I found out who 
was performing, I was glad I wasn’t invited. …(Kinney, 2010: 
12) 
 
Rowley’s action off telling some kid that he is going to rock concert 
is an act of showing off. Rowley though by telling people he was going to 
concert can amaze people, his limitation of knowledge makes him miss the 
idea of interest. As mention on the quotation above, Greg did not like the 
rock concert Rowley has attend. Rowley may think that everyone love what 
he love. Somehow, Greg is not interest at all to the rock concert Rowley has 
attend. 
The reason why Rowley is childlike, because he is the only child in 
his family. In real life, children who do not have a brother or sister usually 
possess the same characteristic. The way parents treat single child are 
different with parents who have more than one children. Parent’s nurture 
toward the child will form the character of children. Greg has described the 
reason why Rowley is childish.   
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The person who’s lucky is ROWLEY. He’s an only child, so at 
least he doesn’t have to worry about being replaced by the 
next kid to come along. …(Kinney, 2010: 34) 
  
Unlike Greg who has two brothers, Rowley has no brother or sister. This 
condition makes Rowley feel more secure because his parent will only put 
their affection for him. Rowley personality of being Childlike is all make 
senses because he is the only child in his family. 
c)  Dad 
Dad is a character that describe had good characteristic such caring. 
Almost every parent in real life care about their children. A father has 
responsibility to raise their children and teaching his children for better 
future. In the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, the first lesson 
he teach to his son was by teaching Greg on how to wake up in the morning 
all by himself 
  
Dad said that if I don’t learn to wake myself up with an alarm 
clock, then I’m not gonna know how to do it when I go off to 
college …(Kinney, 2010: 65) 
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From the quotation above reader can draw an illustration of caring father by 
reminding his child to start a good habit of waking up in the morning by 
himself. Dad is concern about his children future. He also give believable 
consequence if Greg do not start to learn waking up in the morning by 
himself. Almost all father in real life do the same thing, teaching his 
children about responsibility and independence. 
As a parent, it is an obligation to think about their children’s future. 
As the head of the family, in general a father will find the best way for his 
son's future, he will think hard and continue to find ways to secure the future 
of his children. In Kinney’s book, Dad as Greg father showed the 
authenticity of a father who plan out his son future.  
 
Uncle Joe drew up a chart that showed me everything I need to do 
between now and the end of high school to increase my chances 
of getting into a good college and landing a job after that. So 
basically Dad and Uncle Joe have the next ten years of my life 
planned out for me…(Kinney, 2010: 182) 
 
From the quotation above, Greg tells the reader that his father team 
up with Dad’s brother planning his future for the next ten years. Dad tried 
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to secure Greg’s future by asked uncle Joe to draw up a chart of what need 
to do between now to the end of high school. Thus, things that Dad had is 
done so that Greg later in the future can go to good colleges and with a good 
college hopefully end up with good job too.  
 
3.  Not Stereotype 
In realism story, stereotyping must be avoid the make the story 
more lifelike. In the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, the 
qualities of its character are unexpected as it provide the story more 
exciting and surprising. Jeff Kinney as the author, makes the story with 
non-stereotype characters, somehow the story is still understandable. 
Non- stereotype character means that the characters have more than one 
particular type of characteristic.  
a) Greg Hefley 
In most of children’s stories, the main character usually have the 
same characteristic such honest, brave, smart, powerful, etc. the reason 
why the main character fill up with good features is because in children 
story the idea of teaching and preaching are widely popular. As the main 
character in children books of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, 
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Greg had defy the stereotype of the main character in children story. 
Unlike the main character in children stories who usually honest, Greg 
was the other way around.  
 
I knew my chances of getting the part weren’t good when the 
casting people sent me out the door without even asking my 
name. My opportunity was slipping away, so I did what I 
could to improve my odds "im pretty sure the next kid in 
line is Allergic to peaches"…(Kinney, 2010: 29-30) 
 
He was participate in the casting of Peachy Breeze Ice Cream 
commercial. As he realize that his chance of getting the part was 
slipping away, he eventually sabotage the casting people by telling them 
that the next contestant was allergic to peaches. What he did was defy 
the characteristic of the main character in children stories. 
Another Greg’s traits that defy the main character of children 
stories that he had evil hearted.  It is very rare to find evil hearted main 
character in children stories. Greg is one of kind, he had evil hearted. 
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So I waited until no one was looking, and then I dumped all 
the deviled eggs in this plastic plant in the dining room. I got 
away with it, but a few weeks later Mrs. Snella told Mom there 
was a really bad smell in their house and they couldn’t figure 
out where it was coming from. "…(Kinney, 2010: 102-103) 
………………………………………………………………… 
 After a few weeks, I guess they couldn’t take the smell 
anymore, so they moved out…. (Kinney, 2010: 103) 
………………………………………………………………… 
Ever since, I’ve been trying to figure out how to sneak some 
deviled eggs into Fregley’s house…(Kinney, 2010: 104) 
 
From the quotation above, Greg has done some serial of very bad action. 
First, he d0 not appreciate the food he got from Mrs. Snella by dump the 
deviled egg. Then he dump the food on plastic plant, not in the trash bin.  
His action somehow not stopping right there, as he got away from his action, 
he still not telling Mrs. Snella what causing the bad smell on her house. He 
keep his mouth shut even though he knew that his action causing one family 
moved out from their home. What make him considered evil hearted was 
93 
 
 
 
he plan to make Fregley’s house like Snella’s house. It was very evil of 
Greg, as he knew exactly the impact of rotten devilled egg. 
b)  Rowley Jefferson 
Rowley is describe as character who is childlike, he is like a little 
kid.in the beginning of the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth he 
fear upon adult stuff. He also far from maturity wise. Rowley think that 
adolescent is contagious, he avoid older person fearing that he will catching 
puberty. Rowley start to give different characteristic when his mom said 
that he becoming a man.  
 
Most people would have stayed home from school if they had a 
zit like that, but here’s what Rowley said “my mom says I’m 
becoming a man "… Kinney, 2010:170) 
 
As he think that he has becoming a man, his character trait change all of 
sudden. As in the beginning he is avoiding older people, he conversely get 
closer to older people. 
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Later on in the day I saw Rowley hanging out near the older 
kids’ lockers. So I guess he thinks just because he got a pimple, 
he’s part of their club now or something… Kinney, 2010:171) 
 
Rowley has change his trait of childlike character by hanging out near 
older kid. His action defy the pattern of childlike character that has been 
shown before. When he get pimple and his mother’s word that he has 
becoming a man, he is no longer afraid of older people. 
In addition, Rowley also change into a character who stand for 
himself by making his own decision. This traits is the kind of traits which 
is not possess by childlike person. 
 
I told Rowley I couldn’t go to the party so he couldn’t really 
go, either. I explained that it wouldn’t be fair for him to go while 
I was stuck at my uncle’s wedding. But Rowley said he’s 
practically a grown-up now and he can make his OWN 
decisions, so he’s going to the party no matter what. … Kinney, 
2010:181) 
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From the quotation above, Rowley has shown that he is no longer a 
person who obey everything Greg said. The characteristic of childlike has 
no longer possessed by Rowley.  Rowley eventually no longer a person who 
follows Greg’s order. He turn to be someone who against Greg’s order by 
making his own decision not to follow Greg’s order. 
 
c)  Dad 
Adult characters in children’s books usually present as characters 
who possesses the honest, caring, careful, etc. Dad as an adult character 
somehow is far away from ideal adult character in children story. His 
occupation as a parent also not making him as a good figure of ideal adult 
character.  In the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth, Dad is 
representation of dishonest adult. 
 
So Rodrick had to drive Dad to the emergency room. When the 
doctor asked Dad how he hurt his ankle, Dad said he wasn’t 
looking where he was going and he stepped on one of 
Manny’s trucks in the driveway. … (Kinney, 2010:122) 
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From the quotation above, Dad lie to the doctor about the cause of 
his ankle injury. The possibility of his action is that he do not want to looks 
stupid in front of the doctor by telling the truth.  It is very rare to find adult 
character who is dishonest in children books.  His action present the reality 
of adult people who do not want look stupid in front of others adult people. 
Another obvious characteristic of Dad which is not usual on adult 
character in children stories, Dad is a selfish parent. Mostly parent character 
in children character are not selfish, this kind of trait is avoid to preach the 
children that all parent are always prior their children’s behalf than their 
own behalf 
 
Mom and Dad don’t give us any advance warning when they 
go away. For their anniversary, we didn’t even know they were 
gone until they called… (Kinney, 2010:122) 
 
Unlike the most parent character in children stories, in the story of 
Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth mom and Dad prior their personal 
behalf by not telling their children that they are going to a vacation. They 
also not allow their children joining because they will not having fun with 
their children around. Mom and Dad intentionally left them silently for their 
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personal interest. Despite his unique characteristic, Dad has represent the 
reality of adult person in real life. 
4. Multi-dimensional  
In good realism, the characters are round characters which are 
complex and many-sided. One-dimensional character must be avoid to 
present the characteristic of real life people. The characters present with 
complexity of action and though which shows the roundness making story 
of realism more real. As in the real life, there is no person with only one-
dimensional characteristic 
a) Greg Hefley  
Greg Hefley is character describe as the main character who lacks 
of conventional heroic qualities and attributes. Kinney attributes the 
character with some negative qualities. As it mention before that there is no 
one-dimensional character in realism, Greg still have good qualities of 
character. Greg shows real life characteristic of human being. In the 
beginning of the story Greg, Kinney present the character who take 
advantages of his friend Rowley. Even though he taking benefit from 
Rowley, he still a caring friend for Rowley  
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Rowley doesn’t even know how to tie his shoes yet, because 
he’s the kind of person who has Velcro everything. Last year 
Rowley’s mom bought him sneakers with laces, and I can’t even 
tell you how many times I had to bail him out…(Kinney, 
2010: 21-22) 
 
From the quotation above, Greg always helping his friend Rowley tied his 
shoes. For someone who take his friend for granted, Greg still care to help 
the Rowley, the one who has been taken benefit from. He willingly tied 
Rowley shoes in the open place where it may makes him look embarrassing.  
Instead of Greg has good side characteristic in caring his friend, he 
also has bad characteristic. In the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth Greg is a dishonest children. The most obvious one is when he lie to 
his own mom.   
 
I really don’t like this permission slip thing. Mom only lets 
me watch G-rated movies, so I know there’s no way she’ ll let 
me be in the class. To get around that problem, I typed up a 
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fake note and taped it on top of the actual permission 
slip…(Kinney, 2010: 84) 
 
Greg know that his mom only let him to watch G rate movie that contain no 
violence and juvenile stuff. He know that he will not get his permission slip 
sign if he tell his mom about boys-girls slumber party. He eventually lies to 
his mother by typing a fake note to get his mother’s signature.  
Another good thing about Greg is that he is creative children. Greg 
has problem on memorizing. To cover his forgetfulness, he develop a great 
system in remembering by himself. 
 
If I DID forget, it wasn’t my fault. I actually have a really 
GREAT system for remembering things. You know how 
some people leave notes for themselves when they need to 
remember something? Well, I think that’s a lot of work, and 
it’s a waste of paper, too 
………………………………………………………………… 
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I just throw one of my pillows across the room. Then, when I 
wake up in the morning and go to walk out the door, I see the 
pillow and think, “Hey, what’s this pillow doing here?” Then I 
remember, “Oh yeah, I have to bring a permission slip to 
school.” See what I mean? It’s totally foolproof…(Kinney, 
2010: 69-71) 
 
He develops a way of reminding himself by placing something in the place 
where it not supposedly belong. Greg know that he has flaws in 
remembering, his strange way of reminder somehow work out for him. 
Although Greg was creative inventing a way of reminding himself, 
he is lazy person. Most children in real life are mostly lazy, Greg also 
possess this general children characteristic. Lazy person mostly try to makes 
other person to do things what they are supposedly do. 
 
I wasn’t as happy as Mom. Last night I left Isabella a note 
asking her to take care of my laundry. I wasn’t sure if she 
would take orders from a kid, so I made the note look like it was 
from Mom. I’m technically supposed to do my OWN 
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laundry, and I didn’t want Mom to find out I was asking Isabella 
to do it for me. So I put this line at the bottom—…(Kinney, 
2010: 122-123) 
 
In Greg case, his laziness is shown when he supposedly to take care his own 
laundry. Instead of doing his own laundry, he try to make Isabella to do his 
laundry by making a note which looks likes from his mother. He hope that 
by making a note for Isabella, he will do his laundry and he will get away 
from his duty.   
Greg’s complex characteristic of goodness and badness reflect real 
life personality. There no person in real life who is solid in goodness or 
solid on badness. People in real life always have both characteristic of 
goodness and badness. 
b) Rowley Jefferson 
Rowley Jefferson had several characteristic which make him 
multidimensional character. Rowley is describe as childlike person. In the 
beginning of the story, his childlike implicitly written through Greg’s 
description. Rowley is immature person who cannot stand in health class. 
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The health class teaching about growing up stuff. Rowley is so childish that 
he pass out from because of a sensical word.  
 
Rowley didn’t even make it through the whole video. He passed 
out at the two-minute mark when they said the word 
“perspiration.” To be honest with you, I don’t know if 
Rowley’s ready for this stuff. He’s basically like a little kid. 
He told me once that he avoids the older kids at school because 
he’s afraid he’s gonna “catch puberty.”…(Kinney, 2010:18-19) 
 
Greg clearly describe that Rowley is like a little kid.  His reaction over the 
word “perspiration” is described how immature Rowley is. Rowley also 
think that puberty is contagious. Rowley characteristic seem to be over 
reactive, but still plausible. In real life, there are some people who had over 
reaction over normal things. 
Although Rowley is childlike, but after all Rowley is still a good 
friend for Greg. Rowley’s childish characteristic might bring shame to 
Greg, but there in no one better to be friend with except Rowley. In real life 
there is no such thing as perfect friend, people always come in one package 
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deal with all their advantages and flaws. Perfect person are not exist in real 
life that kind of a thing also apply in realism.    
 
So after school today I went up to Rowley’s house to see if he 
wanted to hang out. He was so happy to see me that it was kind 
of embarrassing. Rowley asked me if we’d be “best friends 
forever,” and he gave me half of this matching locket he’s 
always tried to get me to wear…(Kinney, 2010: 216) 
 
Rowley childlike characteristic might be the cause of Greg fight 
with Rowley. He also might become burden and bring ashamed to Greg. 
His flaw of being childlike somehow cover with his characteristic of being 
good friend. Rowley happily take back Greg as a friend even though Greg 
has been mean to him. He also propose Greg to be his best friend by offering 
him matching locket. 
c) Dad 
 
Dad is a character who successfully represent a real life father. 
Kinney attributes this character with some positive and negative qualities 
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that most father in real life have. All Dad’s action which is described by 
Greg, shows real life characteristic of a father. In real life, the over reactive 
father can be find almost everywhere. In the beginning his appearance, Greg 
directly described that his father is someone who hate peachy breeze ice 
cream TV commercial. His hatred toward the commercial is followed with 
over reaction 
 
There’s just something about that kid that gets on Dad’s nerves. 
In fact, I think he hates the Peachy Breeze Kid even more than 
he hates Li' l Cutie, which is saying something. Every time Dad 
sees a Peachy Breeze commercial on TV, he writes the 
Peachy Breeze people an angry letter saying that the ads drive 
him crazy and he’ ll never buy any of their products…(Kinney, 
2010: 26) 
 
Dad reaction over peachy breeze commercial is exaggerating. He 
write angry letter to peachy breeze because it drive him crazy. Greg describe 
that his dad Every time he see the commercial he will write an angry letter. 
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From the quotation above, it can be conclude that dad had done this so many 
time.  
An addition to his negative characteristic, dad also a person who is 
emotional. In line with the characteristic of a father who usually have more 
emotion than a mother. In real life, the person who mostly receive their 
anger are their own children. In the story of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly 
Truth, dad release his anger to their son Greg and Rodrick.  
 
Rodrick was in charge of cooking the roast beef, but he forgot 
to take the plastic wrap off before putting it in the oven. So we 
bagged the homemade meal idea and went out to eat. When we 
left the restaurant, Rodrick spit his gum at some moths that 
were flying around, and he hit Dad by accident. Dad chased 
Rodrick around the parking lot, but Rodrick is actually pretty 
fast, and Dad couldn’t catch him. Then Dad tripped over a curb 
and twisted his ankle…(Kinney, 2010:58-59) 
 
This time Rodrick is the one who receive dad’s anger. Dad got his emotional 
raise after he got Rodrick’s gum spit. Even though Rodrick has no intention 
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to spit gum to his father, his father without warning try to catch Rodrick to 
unleash his anger toward him.  
As mention before that realism character must possess the idea of 
grey characteristic, dad also has good characteristic along which represent 
real life father. Even though dad is over reactive and emotional person, dad 
is still a father who care with his children.  
  
Well, Dad is really serious about me taking on more 
Responsibility. And the first thing he wants me to do is start 
waking myself up in the morning. That’s actually a real problem, 
because I depend on HIM to wake me up. That’s the way we’ve 
been doing it for YEARS, and I really don’t see any reason to 
change things now. Dad said that if I don’t learn to wake 
myself up with an alarm clock, then I’m not gonna know 
how to do it when I go off to college…(Kinney, 2010:75) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen that Dad is a caring father. Dad is 
care about his son’s future, Greg. Dad wants his son to become someone 
who is responsible toward himself. He try to teach Greg about responsibility 
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by starting to wake up by himself. Dad has been waking Greg up in the 
morning for many years.  Dad knows that he cannot do it forever. Dad 
lesson’s on waking up in the morning shows that dad is a well-meaning 
father who care about his son’s future. 
Another good quality of dad is that he has prepare what need to do 
for his son future. He willingly ask his brother to help him giving a lecture 
for Greg. He is care so much about Greg’s future. His action reflect the 
quality of a real father in general. In real life, good parents mostly prepare 
the thing their children need to achieve bright future.  
 
The last lecture I got was from Dad’s brother Uncle Joe, who 
told me that since I’m in middle school I need to start thinking 
about my “future.” Uncle Joe drew up a chart that showed me 
everything I need to do between now and the end of high school 
to increase my chances of getting into a good college and 
landing a job after that. So basically Dad and Uncle Joe have 
the next ten years of my life planned out for me…(Kinney, 
2010:182) 
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Along with his brother dad try to figure what need to do for Greg’s bright 
future. Dad is deep serious about this. As it can be seen from the quotation 
above that dad not only plan for next years, but he plan ten years ahead for 
Greg to achieve good college and  end up with good job. 
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CHAPTER V 
V. CONCLUSIONS 
In this last part, the writer of this thesis will conclude all of the results that 
have been mentioned in the previous chapter.  After analyzing Kinney’s Diary of 
Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth based on theory of structuralism and children 
literature. It can be concluded that. 
1. Realism proposed the idea of reality through fictional aspect. It 
represent life in a literary work as the world we living. The researcher fine that 
the book of Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth is categories as realistic text. 
Every literary element of the book has shown the characteristic which possesses 
by realistic text. The characters in this books are all have similarity with real life 
people. The character in this books have flaws of people in general. Their 
weakness are plausible and not exaggerating. The character have no super power. 
They act and think the same way as real people. The plot in this books is contain 
with problems that commonly happens in real life. In this book the main character 
faced common problems which usually faces by children in real life such 
friendship’s problem and school’s problem. The characteristic of setting in this 
book are the same with the world we know it. Kinney use the time setting as same 
as in real life, the name of the month, date, and clock are the same with we uses. 
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The setting of place is described in detail of realistic place. Theme that is 
presented by this book is about coming of age, the author present the 
consequences dealing by when they about to hit puberty. 
2. There are three characters which has been analyzed by writer, 
they are Greg, Rowley, and Dad. There are four aspect which indicate the 
character of realism credible, authentic, non-stereotype, and multi-dimensional. 
Each character possesses all those realistic characters. The portion of each 
character are different, Greg as represent ordinary middle school student, Rowley 
represent the child like person, and dad is the representation of fathers in real life. 
In conclusion, greg, rowley, and dad has represent realistic character of 
realism story.  The book Diary of Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth by Jeff Kinney can 
be categories as realism as the elements of characters, plot, setting, and theme 
successfully shows the characteristic of realism text. 
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VI.  APPENDIX I 
SYNOPSIS OF THE NOVEL 
The story begins with Greg explaining that he have had a fight with his best 
friend Rowley, and their friendship has been history. As he no longer have friend, he 
try to find person to replace Rowley. At Friday, Greg heard that Rowley is going to a 
rock concert. He feel irritate knowing that everybody are having fun from the picture 
they post online. He do not wants people know that he has no great thing happened on 
him. Later he try to take some fake picture which makes him looks like he is having 
fun, but his mom bust him out.     
Greg’s father is start to ask to teach him about the responsibility. Greg lesson 
of responsibility is by waking himself up in the morning. He tries a better alarm clock 
but did not work. Greg last attempt is by putting alarm clock under his bed, but with 
the clock ticking loudly under his bed and therefore he gets no sleep. As a result of he 
got zero sleep is that in the morning Greg accidentally sets off the fire alarm at school 
as he got himself fatigue.  
Greg finds out that the school is holding a slumber party for Saturday night call 
“the Lock-In”. Greg get himself join the party by tricking his mother to sign the 
permission slip. In the party, Greg find out that Rowley in the lock in. the slumber party 
does not end up well as  the activities are consider lame. The chaperone collecting all 
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electrical devices which bring by the students. The only kids who do not going home 
are Greg and Rowley because they are the only kids who do not have cellphone. 
The next day, Greg sees Rowley with a pimple on his forehead and he had huge 
smile about it. He tells Greg he is becoming a man, in which irks Greg. Greg is bit 
jealous because Rowley is one way ahead in entering the manhood. Greg also finds out 
that he is going to be late bloomer after mom and Frank dad told him that they were 
also late bloomers. Later, Greg and Rowley are invited to a party by a cool kid named 
Jordan Jury. Somehow his mother forbids him from going because Uncle Gary is 
having a fourth wedding the same day.  
On Saturday, Greg and his family prepare for his uncle wedding. Greg is 
nervous not happy as he miss Jordan jury’s party and he will get "The Talk" from 
Gammie. Greg is thrilled because he thinks he's going to be a groomsman and expect 
there will be a wild bachelor party. After they arrive at Gammie's house, Greg has to 
sleep in a crowded room in a group called "The Bachelors" people who are not married 
yet. 
Everything finally getting back the way it was. Mom said that she want to spend 
more time with the family. Greg friendship also getting back to normal as he realized 
that they has long history together and he cannot even remember what they were 
fighting  about  
 Table 1.  Diary of Wimpy Kid: 
The Ugly Truth as realist text. 
 
    
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
1 Characters Tyson is nice enough, and we like 
the same video games. But he pulls 
his pants all the way down when he 
uses the urinal, and I don’t know if I 
Earthly flaws Characters in realism are 
reflecting people in real 
life with their earthly flaws 
such bad habits on toilet 
p.3 
     Figure. 1      
      
  “We’ve got a new math teacher at 
our school named Mrs. Mackelroy” 
occupation Character in realism 
possesses ordinary 
occupation such teacher 
 
      
    If I DID forget, it wasn’t my fault. I 
actually have a really GREAT 
system for remembering things. 
Figure. 2 
Earthly flaws Characters in realism are 
reflecting people in real 
life with their earthly flaws 
such forgetfulness 
p.69 
        
    I figured Mom was gonna chew us 
guys out for not doing our share, but 
she actually said she was gonna 
HIRE someone to help with the 
cleaning. I couldn’t believe what I 
was hearing. The words Mom used 
were “domestic help,” but I knew 
that was just code for “maid.” 
occupation Character in realism 
possesses ordinary 
occupation  such domestic 
help or maid 
p.119 
           
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
    After Mr. Tanner looked at the 
picture and Tyson’s arm a few more 
times, he said he had made an 
“innocent mistake” and that any 
“reasonable person” would have 
done the same thing. It seemed like a 
pretty lame apology to me, but I was 
just glad he wasn’t still talking about 
calling our parents. 
Earthly flaws Characters have ordinary's 
feature same as real people  
such denied their mistake 
p.154 
           
    I spent the weekend trying to 
recover from the Lock-In, since I got 
zero sleep on Friday night. But I 
think the whole experience was just 
too much for my body, because this 
morning when I woke up, I was sick. 
Earthly flaws Characters in realism have 
human’s weakness 
p.166 
           
2 Plot  "It’s been almost two and a half 
weeks since me and my ex-best 
friend, Rowley Jefferson, had our 
big fight. To be honest with you, I 
thought he would’ve come crawling 
back to me by now, but for some 
reason, that hasn’t happened." 
Exposition of 
problem 
having ordinary problem 
of friendship which mostly 
happened to children  
p.1 
          
   Still, it kind of irks me that Rowley 
is having more fun than I am. In 
fact, it seems like EVERYONE is 
having more fun than me these day 
Friendship 
problems 
the climax of friendship  
problem 
p.13 
          
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
          
    Dad dropped me off at school at 
8:00 last night for the Lock-In, and 
the second I walked through the 
door, I knew I made a huge mistake. 
It was, like, 90% boys and 10% 
girls. And even worse, ROWLEY 
was there… 
Resolution 
starter 
The starter of the 
resolution is simple and 
realistic 
p.64 
          
    Speaking of things getting back to 
normal, I decided it was time for me 
and Rowley to put the past couple of 
months behind us and get our 
friendship back on track 
Problem resolve Resolution of the problem 
is very simple reflecting 
the resolution which 
happened to children 
p.67 
          
          
    But I must’ve fallen asleep for half a 
second, because my hand slipped 
and I accidentally set off the fire 
alarm. 
Exposition of 
problem 
having accidental mistake 
which lead to sequence of 
event 
p.79 
          
    After that, we played a game called 
“I Never Told Anyone This Before,” 
where we had to tell everyone a 
secret. Mrs. Carr said the game 
would help us “bond” with one 
another, but I think the REAL 
purpose was to let the chaperones 
know who the troublemakers were 
problem rising The school make a 
program only to find the 
culprit 
p.140 
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
           
    My theory was proven right later on 
when Teddy Caldwell went down 
the hall to the bathroom and a 
chaperone trailed him 
Resolution 
starter 
Greg manage to discover 
the actual mission of the 
game 
p.141 
          
    I don’t know much, but what I DO 
know is that you shouldn’t announce 
what the punishment is gonna be 
BEFORE you ask people to turn 
themselves in. So I decided it would 
be smart to keep quiet and let this all 
blow over 
Problem resolve The resolution that has 
presented the beginning of 
the problem apply to the 
whole problem  
p.81 
          
           
3 Setting Thursday. It’s been almost two and a 
half weeks since me and my ex-best 
friend, Rowley Jefferson, had our 
big fight. To be honest with you, I 
thought he would’ve come crawling 
back to me by now, but for some 
reason, that hasn’t happened…  
Setting of time realism present 
background of  time in 
detail 
p.1 
           
    Well, after Rowley heard THAT, he 
wouldn’t even walk on the same 
side of the street as me for a solid 
MONTH. Figure. 2 
 
Setting of time 
and place 
realism use real time and 
real place similar with the 
world  
p.20 
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
           
    Tuesday. Tonight Dad walked up to 
me while I was sitting on the couch, 
and he seemed bent out of shape 
about something. He wanted to 
know why I didn’t bring out the 
recycling bin this morning like he 
asked me to. 
Setting of time  time setting is presented in 
detail 
p.68 
           
    Dr. Kagan’s office was even scarier 
than I pictured it. He didn’t have any 
coloring books or toys or the kinds 
of things they have in the Tender 
Hugs waiting room. 
Setting of place place setting is the same as 
real dentist description 
with illustration detail 
p.93 
           
    Tuesday. Today when I got home 
from school, Isabella was in the 
family room watching a talk show. I 
guess I can’t really blame her for 
loafing around, since we had done 
all the cleaning for her. But she 
stayed for about two hours and 
totally hogged the TV. 
Setting of time 
and place 
setting of time and place 
present with description of 
ordinary situation 
p.121 
           
    NOVEMBER Saturday. Dad 
dropped me off at school at 8:00 last 
night for the Lock-In, and the 
second I walked through the door, I 
knew I made a huge mistake. It was, 
Setting of time setting of time written in 
detail 
p.133 
like, 90% boys and 10% girls. And 
even worse, ROWLEY was there. 
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
           
    When George started chasing people 
around, I excused myself to go to 
the bathroom so I could brush my 
teeth. The bathroom is in the back of 
the auditorium, and the lights were 
off, so it was really dark back there 
Setting of place setting of place written in 
detail 
p.156 
           
    By this time it was so cold in the 
auditorium that us boys packed 
ourselves together like sardines to 
preserve body heat. 
Setting of place The description of 
situation is presented 
p.163 
           
    This is not a group I’m real eager to 
share a room with, ESPECIALLY 
since there are only two beds in 
Gammie’s guest room. That means 
some of us have to double up and 
the rest have to sleep on the floor 
Setting of place description of the situation 
on guest room 
p.197 
           
    I walked in and shut the door behind 
me. Gammie was sitting in a fancy 
chair, so I sat across from her. Once 
I got settled, Gammie started 
talking. 
Setting of place back ground of the 
situation represent in detail  
p.208 
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
4 Theme  I’m actually starting to get a little 
concerned, because school starts 
back up in a few days, and if we’re 
gonna get this friendship back on 
track, something needs to happen 
quick. If me and Rowley really ARE 
through, that would stink, because 
the two of us had a pretty good thing 
going. 
Friendship 
theme 
theme of friendship 
ordinary problem such 
fight between friend which 
end up with ignoring each 
other 
p.1 
      
   And they wouldn’t have to worry 
about me getting too old for the part, 
because I’d take whatever I needed 
to take to stop growing 
Coming of age 
theme 
 Having no idea that 
growing up is unavoidable 
 p.24 
      
   You know, this isn’t the first time 
I’ve been discriminated against 
because of my age, either. Last 
October me and Rowley heard that 
our local news station was going to 
be at the Red Apple Farm to shoot 
footage of kids carving pumpkins 
and making scarecrows and stuff 
like that. 
Coming of age 
theme 
the problem children face 
when they about to grow 
up 
p.30 
     p.32 
  Up until I was eight or nine, I was 
the star of every family gathering. It 
seemed like nobody could get 
enough of me 
Coming of age 
theme 
Telling about the past 
about how people around 
treat them 
 
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
      
  See, when you’re a little kid, nobody 
ever warns you that you’ve got an 
expiration date. One day you’re hot 
stuff and the next day you’re a dirt 
sandwich. I guess I can understand 
why Rodrick’s always so grumpy. 
It’s been a long time since he was 
the center of attention, and believe 
me, he’s not getting any cuter 
Coming of age 
theme 
Having no idea that 
childhood has expiration 
date 
p.33-
34 
   Manny was in charge of making the 
iced tea, but it was undrinkable since 
he stirred it with his bare hands. 
Comedy theme silly things of child's 
innocence 
p.57 
      
   Well, Dad is really serious about me 
taking on more responsibility. And 
the first thing he wants me to do is 
start waking myself up in the 
morning. That’s actually a real 
problem, because I depend on HIM 
to wake me up 
Coming of age 
theme 
Children Face the 
Consequence of growing 
up 
 p.75 
      
   Well, the potato chips she ate were 
barbecue, but she just didn’t know 
it. Manny licks the flavoring off the 
barbecue chips and puts them back 
in the bag. Unfortunately, I had to 
learn that the hard way. 
Comedy theme Hilarious moment mostly 
experience by people 
p.128 
No Diary of Wimpy Kid the Ugly 
Truth goes into the categories of 
children realism 
Quotation categories explanation Page 
         
   That went on for a while, and it kind 
of reached its peak when David 
Rosenburg went down to the music 
room and brought back a tuba. 
Comedy theme children compete in silly 
things 
p.159 
         
   Well, that was some REALLY bad 
news. In this country they’re always 
saying you can grow up and be 
anything you want, but now I realize 
that’s not true. 
Coming of age 
theme 
the truth about grow up p.173 
         
   I can definitely pretend I’m friends 
with Rowley for one night if it 
means I get to play “Spin the Bottle” 
with a bunch of girls who are a 
whole grade ahead of me. 
Friendship 
theme 
children fight for silly 
thing and getting along all 
of sudden 
p.178 
         
   Gammie told me that most kids my 
age are in a big rush to grow up but 
that if I was smart, I’d enjoy the ride 
while it lasts. 
Coming of age 
theme 
Having lecture from adult 
about enjoy the process of 
growing up 
p.209 
         
   But Gammie wasn’t finished. She 
said I was getting ready to enter “the 
Awkward Years” and that my lips 
were gonna get all puffy and my 
skin was gonna get bad and my head 
was gonna look too big for my body 
Coming of age 
theme 
Truth to happen to his 
body in the process 
growing up 
p.209 
until my junior or senior year of 
high school. 
         
    I figure it’s a good idea for me to 
stick with him, at least until we get 
to high school. Because if he keeps 
growing at this rate, Rowley’s gonna 
be a good person to have at my side. 
Friendship 
theme 
children ignore and tend to 
forget of what has been 
happen 
p. 
217 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 2.  Realistic Characters of Greg Hefley, Rowley Jefferson, and Dad. 
No Category Character Quotation Description Page 
1 Credible Greg 
Now that our friendship is history, I’m in the market for 
a new best friend. The problem is, I invested all my time 
in Rowley, and I don’t have anyone lined up to take his 
place 
consideration  p.2 
          
  
 
  
Mom said she thinks the Cool Brian thing is a great idea 
because it gives kids a “role model” they can look up to. 
That makes me kind of mad because, the way I see it, 
I’M Rowley’s role model. 
jealousy p.7 
          
  
 
  
And that didn’t exactly up my “cool” factor in the 
hallways. 
desire p.10 
          
  
 
  
Speaking of popular kids, I sat near Bryce Anderson and 
his group of friends at lunch today. Bryce is basically the 
Jordan Jury of my grade, and he’s got a bunch of cronies 
who are always going along with everything he says. 
desire p.11 
          
  
 
  
Well, I’d be PERFECT for the role. First of all, I LOVE 
ice cream, so it wouldn’t be hard for me to do the acting 
part. Second, I would be willing to miss a lot of school to 
fulfill my Peachy Breeze obligations. 
narcissistic p.24 
          
  
 
  
This math thing is becoming a problem. We have 
“standardized testing” coming up at my school, and I 
heard that the teachers won’t get their bonuses unless we 
get good scores. So there’s a lot of pressure on us kids, 
which kind of stinks. I remember back in kindergarten, 
math used to be really FUN. 
Greg’s memory p.66 
No Category Character Quotation Description Page 
  
 
  
I’ve heard this sort of thing from Dad before. The last 
few weeks of the summer, our neighbor, Ms. Grove, 
hired me to take care of her plants while she was on a 
business trip. Well, I did it for the first few days, and 
then I guess you could say I got busy with other things 
sloppiness p.72 
          
  
 
  
That’s actually a real problem, because I depend on HIM 
to wake me up. 
habit p.75 
          
  
 
Rowley 
Today I saw Rowley hanging out with a different Cool 
Brian, so Rowley’s regular guy must’ve had the day off. 
But I could tell Rowley didn’t even notice. 
socialize p.8 
          
  
 
  
Still, it kind of irks me that Rowley is having more fun 
than I am. In fact, it seems like 
happiness p.13 
          
  
 
  
Rowley didn’t even make it through the whole video. He 
passed out at the two-minute mark when they said the 
word “perspiration.” 
childlike p.18 
          
          
  
 
  
When I got to school today, Rowley was waiting by my 
locker, and he had a huge smile on his face. Then I 
noticed he had a big pimple right in the middle of his 
forehead. Rowley said "my mom says I'M becoming 
MAN" 
happiness P.170 
          
  
 
Dad 
There’s just something about that kid that gets on Dad’s 
nerves. In fact, I think he hates the Peachy Breeze Kid 
even more than he hates Li' l Cutie, which is saying 
something. 
Easily bothered p.26 
No Category Character Quotation Description Page 
  
 
  
Dad chased Rodrick around the parking lot, but Rodrick 
is actually pretty fast, and Dad couldn’t catch him. Then 
Dad tripped over a curb and twisted his ankle. 
Anger issue p.58 
          
  
 
  
One of the big changes with Mom going to school is that 
now Dad’s in charge of helping me with my homework. 
No offense to Dad, but Mom is WAY better at 
homework help than he is. 
parenting  p.63 
          
  
 
  
Dad also licks his finger and his thumb to make it easier 
for him to turn the pages. And when he does that, I try 
and keep track of which pages he turns so I don’t touch 
his spit. 
Oldman habit p.65 
          
  
 
  
Tonight Dad walked up to me while I was sitting on the 
couch, and he seemed bent out of shape about something. 
He wanted to know why I didn’t bring out the recycling 
bin this morning like he asked me to. 
Anger issue p.68 
          
          
  
 
  
Well, Dad is really serious about me taking on more 
responsibility. And the first thing he wants me to do is 
start waking myself up in the morning. 
Well meaning p.75 
          
  
 
  
That’s actually a real problem, because I depend on HIM 
to wake me up. 
caring p.75 
          
  
 
  
Mom was off at the library studying, so I had to call Dad 
at work and ask him to come pick me up from school 
early. And he didn’t seem too happy about it. 
grumpy  p.83 
          
No Category Character Quotation Description Page 
2 Authentic  Greg  
There must’ve been two hundred kids in line, and I 
realized that if I wanted the job, I was gonna have to 
come up with some sort of gimmick. So I decided I’d 
jump up and click my heels together when I said the 
Peachy Breeze slogan. 
improvising  p.28 
          
  
 
  
And today didn’t go any better. I set my alarm to “radio” 
and tuned it to a classical music station because I didn’t 
struggling p.77 
want to hear that annoying beep first thing in the 
morning. But the music didn’t wake me up, either. 
          
  
 
  
I sleepwalked through my day at school, which was fine 
until we had an assembly. We were lined up to go into 
the auditorium, and I was leaning against the wall. 
consequences p.79 
          
  
 
  
But if he didn’t make me wake myself up, none of this 
would’ve even happened. 
blaming other  p.83 
          
  
 
  
When I woke up this morning, I couldn’t find my 
headgear where I left it, so I had to go to school without 
it. Not that I’m complaining or anything. 
forgetful p.98 
          
          
  
 
  
They were not gonna be happy, and I could tell a lot of 
the other kids on my team were thinking the same thing. 
Then George Fleer made a run for it, which kind of put 
everyone into a panic.So the rest of us ran, too. 
imitate p.151 
  
 
       
No Category Character Quotation Description Page 
  
 
  
But it turns out that was just a bunch of Hollywood 
baloney, because we got some spoons from the kitchen 
and we couldn’t even make a DENT in the linoleum 
floor. 
innocence p.161 
      
          
  
 
  
I admit I’ve faked being sick before to get out of going to 
school, but usually Mom calls my bluff. 
Liar p.166 
          
          
  
 
  
This has got to be some kind of world record for bad 
timing. I begged Mom to let me stay home and go to the 
party, but she wouldn’t budge, even after I promised I’d 
go to Uncle Gary’s next wedding. 
begging to parent p.179 
          
  
 
  
I got so mad that I hung up the phone. Now do you see 
what I mean about Rowley? That’s just the kind of 
selfish move that makes me glad we aren’t friends 
anymore. 
angry p.181 
          
          
  
 
  
I tried to get out of it and turn my assistant flower boy 
duties over to Benjy, but Mom said he was a reader this 
year, and besides, me and Manny had matching white 
tuxedos. 
Looks lame p.205 
          
  
 
  
That’s when I excused myself and quickly left the room. 
I’m glad I got out of there before Gammie decided to 
take off any more clothes. 
Children habit p.211 
  
 
       
No Category Character Quotation Description Page 
  
 
  
In fact, that’s been the whole problem this year. There’s 
been a lot of change all of a sudden, and I really liked 
things the way they were BEFORE. 
dependent p.214 
          
          
  
 
Rowley 
At school today I heard Rowley tell some kid he was 
going to a rock concert tonight. I admit I was a little 
jealous, since I’ve never been to a real concert myself. 
show off p.12 
But when I found out who was performing, I was glad I 
wasn’t invited. 
          
          
     And I’m happy to say my note did the trick. trick p.175 
          
  
 
  
So after school today I went up to Rowley’s house to see 
if he wanted to hang out. He was so happy to see me that 
it was kind of embarrassing 
response over frienship 
recovery 
p.216 
          
  
 
Dad 
The only stumbling block I can see is that Dad HATES 
the Peachy Breeze TV ads because he thinks the kid is 
annoying. So I don’t think he’d be too thrilled if I 
became their new spokesperson. 
old people hate childish 
thing 
p.25 
          
  
 
  
But math is the worst. I guess the way they teach math 
these days is totally different from the way they taught it 
when Dad was a kid, so he gets frustrated with the new 
rules and starts trying to teach me the way he learned it. 
old person mostly do 
not want look stupid 
p.64 
          
  
 
  
I can tell when I’ve done something wrong, because Dad 
gets kind of frustrated with me and breathes real heavy 
out of his nose. So I’ve learned to put a dish towel on my 
arm whenever we’re working on Algebra. 
frustration p.64 
          
  
 
  
But Dad wouldn’t let it go. He said now that I’m getting 
older, I need to start being more “responsible.” 
Well meaning p.71 
          
  
 
  
When Dad asked me how the plants were doing, I 
realized I hadn’t been over there in at least a WEEK. I 
went to grab Ms. Grove’s key so I could water her plants, 
but the key wasn’t in its usual spot. 
reminding his son 
about his ressponsibilty 
p.72 
          
  
 
  
Dad said that if I don’t learn to wake myself up with an 
alarm clock, then I’m not gonna know how to do it when 
I go off to college. 
teaching responsibility p.75 
          
  
 
  
But Dad drove right past my dentist’s office and got on 
the highway. I told him that he had missed the turn and 
that Tender Hugs Dental Care was back the other way. 
train his children to 
grow up 
p.91 
          
  
 
  
Mom and Dad don’t trust me and Rodrick to be home 
alone, because the LAST time they left us on our own, 
Rodrick had a huge party 
parents not gonna trust 
his children over big 
thing 
p.111 
          
  
 
  
Uncle Joe drew up a chart that showed me everything I 
need to do between now and the end of high school to 
increase my chances of getting into a good college and 
landing a job after that. So basically Dad and Uncle Joe 
have the next ten years of my life planned out for me. 
planing his son future p.182 
  
 
       
No Category Character Quotation Description Page 
3 Not stereotype  Greg 
Jordan Jury is the most popular kid in the grade above 
me, so carrying his textbook around should translate into 
some MAJOR popularity points. 
main character lame p.10 
          
     
My opportunity was slipping away, so I did what I could 
to improve my odds "im pretty sure the next kid in line is 
Allergic to peaches"  
main character liar p.30 
          
     
Gammie is ALWAYS making you feel guilty. Last year 
at Thanksgiving, I put a whoopee cushion on her chair, 
and she sat on it. 
prank his grandmother p.41 
          
     
Well, I was totally caught off guard by this news. Mom’s 
ALWAYS there when I get home from school, and that’s 
the way I like it. 
depend on other so 
much 
p.55 
          
     
I can tell when I’ve done something wrong, because Dad 
gets kind of frustrated with me and breathes real heavy 
out of his nose. So I’ve learned to put a dish towel on my 
arm whenever we’re working on Algebra. 
stupid on academic 
subject 
p.65 
           
     
If I DID forget, it wasn’t my fault. I actually have a 
really GREAT system for remembering things. 
forgetfulness P.69 
           
     
Ms. Grove was pretty mad that her key was in the front 
door, but the way I see it, she should’ve been happy 
nobody robbed her house. 
always  denied his 
mistake 
p.73 
           
     
That’s actually a real problem, because I depend on HIM 
to wake me up. 
depend on other so 
much 
p.75 
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what I DO know is that you shouldn’t announce what the 
punishment is gonna be BEFORE you ask people to turn 
themselves in. So I decided it would be smart to keep 
quiet and let this all blow over. 
thing only for his own 
good 
p.81 
           
     
But if he didn’t make me wake myself up, none of this 
would’ve even happened. 
always  denied his 
mistake 
p.83 
           
     
To get around that problem, I typed up a fake note and 
taped it on top of the actual permission 
tricking his own parent p.84 
           
     
And I have to admit I felt a little bit guilty when I saw 
they were taking their plastic plant with them. 
feel guilty somehow 
still not confess 
p.104 
           
     
Ever since, I’ve been trying to figure out how to sneak 
some deviled eggs into Fregley’s house. 
evil plan p.104 
           
     
"S is for spanking  its what you should do to rodrick if he 
ever leaves the house without asking first" 
sabotaging the note p.118 
           
     
Well, I’m sorry, but opportunities like this don’t come 
around too often for me, so it was a little hard to keep 
quiet at school. 
popularity over his 
mom disgrace 
p.119 
           
     
I wasn’t as happy as Mom. Last night I left Isabella a 
note asking her to take care of my laundry. I wasn’t sure 
if she would take orders from a kid, so I made the note 
look like it was from Mom. 
slacker p.122 
           
     
I admit I’ve faked being sick before to get out of going to 
school, but usually Mom calls my bluff. 
tricking his own parent p.166 
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   Rowley 
To be honest with you, I don’t know if Rowley’s ready 
for this stuff. He’s basically like a little kid. He told me 
once that he avoids the older kids at school because he’s 
afraid he’s gonna “catch puberty.” 
descrpition of Rowley 
characteristic 
p.19 
           
     
Later on in the day I saw Rowley hanging out near the 
older kids’ lockers. So I guess he thinks just because he 
got a pimple, he’s part of their club now or something. 
wimp hanging out with 
older kid 
p.171 
           
     
But Rowley said he’s practically a grown-up now and he 
can make his OWN decisions, so he’s going to the party 
no matter what. 
a wimp how stand for 
himself 
p.181 
           
   Dad 
So Rodrick had to drive Dad to the emergency room. 
When the doctor asked Dad how he hurt his ankle, Dad 
said he wasn’t looking where he was going and he 
stepped on one of Manny’s trucks in the driveway. 
Dad lying in front of 
his sons and blame his 
little kid in the same 
time  
p.59 
           
     
Mom and Dad don’t give us any advance warning when 
they go away. For their anniversary, we didn’t even 
know they were gone until they called. 
parent left their kids all 
of sudden 
p.112 
4 
Multi-
dimensional  
Greg 
See, Bryce Anderson has the right idea. He doesn’t 
actually NEED a best friend, because he’s got a bunch of 
lackeys who basically worship him. The reason me and 
Rowley didn’t make it is because we were equal 
partners in our friendship, and I don’t think that kind of 
model has a chance of working out. 
Greg wants to be cool 
but he treat his friend 
equally  
p.12 
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Last year Rowley’s mom bought him sneakers with 
laces, and I can’t even tell you how many times I had to 
bail him out. 
he treat Rowley as a 
sidekick somehow he 
care helping Rowley 
p.22 
           
     
But I STILL haven’t filled it in and mailed it yet. So now 
every time I walk past my desk in my bedroom, I feel 
guilty. 
he feel guilty but 
intentionally not mail 
p.41 
back his grandma's 
letters 
           
     
I decided to see if he was right, and believe it or not, he 
was. It was pretty dark and nasty in that drainage pipe, 
but it was totally worth crawling through it to avoid 
Fregley.   
  p.49 
       disbelieve   
     
I didn’t even bother eating the sandwich, since I’ve 
never seen Rodrick wash his hands even once.  
  p.62 
           
     
If I DID forget, it wasn’t my fault. I actually have a really 
GREAT system for remembering things. 
creative p.69 
           
     
I don’t think I’m gonna survive a whole weekend with 
Grandpa if I’m not allowed to watch a lot of TV, so I 
ripped out the page and drew up a new one. 
naughty p.117 
           
     
Well, I’m sorry, but opportunities like this don’t come 
around too often for me, so it was a little hard to keep 
quiet at school. 
sabotaging p.119 
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I wasn’t as happy as Mom. Last night I left Isabella a 
note asking her to take care of my laundry. I wasn’t sure 
if she would take orders from a kid, so I made the note 
look like it was from Mom. 
lazy p.122 
           
     
Isabella doesn’t come back until Thursday, so I guess I’ ll 
have to wait until then to take another crack at it. This is 
actually pretty exciting for me, because I’ve never had 
having fun p.124 
anyone I could farm my work out to. Rodrick is ALWAYS 
tricking me into doing stuff for HIM. 
           
     
Now I get Isabella’s act. She’s gonna keep dragging this 
out forever. On the one hand, I kind of have to respect 
her skill at avoiding work. But on the other hand, I really 
do need some clean underwear soon. 
admiring p.127 
           
     
I officially give up. Since we always clean the house 
before Isabella comes, I’m pretty sure the only “work” 
she does is writing these notes. 
giving up p.131 
           
     
My theory was proven right later on when Teddy 
Caldwell went down the hall to the bathroom and a 
chaperone trailed him. 
smart p.141 
           
     
I admit I’ve faked being sick before to get out of going to 
school, but usually Mom calls my bluff. 
dishonest p.166 
           
     
I couldn’t really take another day of this, and I decided 
to do something about it. So I wrote a note and handed 
it to him in the hallway. "dear Rowley, nobbody like your 
zit signed, the girls" And I’m happy to say my note did 
the trick. 
lack of talent p.175 
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I think that’s pretty disrespectful to Gammie. But I admit 
there are one or two items I’m hoping to snag for 
myself. 
self-centered p.204 
           
     
A half hour later we packed up our things, got in the car, 
and headed home. I was just happy the weekend was 
over. I love my relatives and all, but there’s only so 
much family togetherness I can take. 
emotion p.211 
           
   Rowley 
To be honest with you, I don’t know if Rowley’s ready 
for this stuff. He’s basically like a little kid. He told me 
once that he avoids the older kids at school because 
he’s afraid he’s gonna “catch puberty.” 
personality p.19 
           
     
Rowley didn’t even make it through the whole video. He 
passed out at the two-minute mark when they said the 
word “perspiration.” 
reaction p.18 
           
     And I’m happy to say my note did the trick. idiotic p.175 
           
     
So after school today I went up to Rowley’s house to see 
if he wanted to hang out. He was so happy to see me 
that it was kind of embarrassing 
Good friend p.216 
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   Dad 
The only stumbling block I can see is that Dad HATES the 
Peachy Breeze TV ads because he thinks the kid is 
annoying. So I don’t think he’d be too thrilled if I 
became their new spokesperson. 
Easily bothered p.25 
           
     
Dad said that if I don’t learn to wake myself up with an 
alarm clock, then I’m not gonna know how to do it when 
I go off to college. 
teaching responsibility p.75 
           
      
Uncle Joe drew up a chart that showed me everything I 
need to do between now and the end of high school to 
increase my chances of getting into a good college and 
landing a job after that. So basically Dad and Uncle Joe 
have the next ten years of my life planned out for me. 
planning his son future p.182 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
